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ANNUAL  REPORT 

NORFOLK  HOUSE  CENTRE 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1938 


The  year's  activities,  which  this  report  records,  attained  an  unusual 
scope.  Demands  upon  our  services  w^ere  greater  than  ever,  and  the  sup- 
port provided  by  the  Community  Federation,  various  Trust  Funds,  and 
Greater  Boston  churches  and  societies  permitted  our  Board  of  Managers 
to  meet  these  demands  to  a  gratifying  degree.  Facilities  vv^ithin  our  build- 
ing were  expanded  and  improved,  and  additional  services  provided  by 
other  agencies  in  Boston  were  made  available  to  many  of  our  members 
through  the  cooperation  so  characteristic  of  the  Community  Fund 
organizations. 

CAMPING  FOR  BOYS 

Most  outstanding  of  our  expanded  services  was  subsidized  camping 
for  boys  through  "camperships"  provided  by  the  Charles  Hayden  Founda- 
tion. Although  we  have  been  unable,  as  yet,  to  purchase  and  maintain  a 
camp  of  our  own,  the  needs  of  260  boys  were  met  by  arrangement  with 
the  Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Union,  Burroughs  Newsboys'  Foun- 
dation, the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  the  Boston  Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America,  South  End  House  and  other  agencies.  The  experiment  was  so 
successful  that  we  hope  to  develop  it  further  next  summer. 

VACATION  SCHOOL 

Another  innovation  was  an  eight  weeks'  vacation  school  made  possi- 
ble through  designated  gifts  from  26  churches  and  societies.  The  nursery 
school  was  continued  and  supplemented  by  frequent  trips  into  the  country. 
Classes  in  arts,  crafts,  dramatics,  music  and  story-telling  were  conducted 
during  the  cool  hours  of  the  day.  The  usual  activities  of  the  summer  were 
continued,  including  two  playgrounds,  park  athletics  and  cross-country 
marathons,  day  camping,  and  week-end  outings.  The  building  was  al- 
ways open  for  club  meetings.  The  garden  class  had  to  be  withdrawn  for 
lack  of  suitable  land,  but  a  canning  class  was  substituted  for  it. 


BUILDING  IMPROVEMENTS 

When  the  establishment  of  a  camp  was  postponed  two  years  ago,  the 
Board  of  Managers  adopted  the  policy  of  improving  our  spacious  build- 
ing, which,  because  of  its  age  and  its  heavy  wear,  demanded  serious  atten- 
tion. Trust  Fund  assistance  was  secured  and  capital  funds  were  set  aside 
for  a  carefully  devised  improvement  program.  Work  so  far  completed  in- 
cludes a  staff  "Commons,"  with  dining  facilities  for  twenty-four  resi- 
dents ;  a  three-car  garage ;  new  shower-bath  equipment ;  basement  ceilings 
and  new  wiring  to  reduce  fire  risks ;  new  floors  in  corridors,  men's  game 
rooms  and  library ;  also  club-room  and  apartment  renovations  on  a  larger 
scale  than  possible  under  current  operation.  At  the  close  of  the  year  a 
Christmas  gift  to  the  Boys'  Department  from  the  Charles  Hayden  Foun- 
dation made  possible  the  beautifying  of  the  assembly  hall,  the  restoration 
of  playground  facilities  damaged  by  the  hurricane,  and  the  construction  of 
a  new  "work-out"  room  in  the  gymnasium  basement.  A  major  task  which 
remains  to  be  financed  is  the  complete  renovation  of  the  sanitary  facilities 
of  the  entire  building. 

FEDERAL  PROJECTS 

Our  extensive  building  has  made  it  possible  for  our  Board  of  Mana- 
gers to  schedule  the  following  Federal  instruction:  piano,  violin  and 
fretted  instruments ;  vocal  lessons ;  choral  and  orchestral  groups ;  arts  and 
crafts;  dramatics  and  lectures;  men's  game  room;  and  recreation  in 
the  gymnasium  and  on  the  playground.  It  has  been  our  definite  policy  to 
permit  these  services  as  an  extension  to  the  work  offered  in  our  commu- 
nity, and  not  as  a  substitute  for  our  own  program.  Sufficient  economies 
have  been  effected,  however,  to  compensate  for  the  additional  cost  of 
housing  these  projects. 

COOPERATIVE  SERVICES 

Technical  courses  have  been  offered  by  the  Red  Cross,  the  Commu- 
nity Health  Association  and  various  educational  committees.  There  has 
been  a  close  cooperation  with  the  Boy  Scout  and  Girl  Scout  organizations. 
The  Fruit  and  Flower  Mission  has  been  generous  in  its  distributions 
through  our  women's  clubs  and  staff  workers. 

In  a  civic  capacity  we  have  lent  our  efforts  to  the  Citizens'  Public 
Celebrations  Association,  the  Roxbury  Patriots'  Day  Association,  the 
City- Wide  Boys  Workers'  Conference,  the  Roxbury  Civic  League,  the 
Roxbury  Child  Welfare  Council  and  the  United  Settlements. 


In  an  educational  capacity,  we  have  maintained  a  close  working  ar- 
rangement with  the  Wheelock  School,  Simmons  College,  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  and  the  Volunteer  Bureau  of  the  Boston  Council  of  Social 
Agencies. 

In  recreation,  we  have  joined  forces  with  the  Park  Department  and 
the  Amateur  Athletic  Union,  and  have  shared  facilities  with  St.  Mark's 
Centre,  and  the  Episcopal  City  Mission. 

In  the  general  use  of  our  building,  we  have  been  pleased  to  extend 
meeting  places  for  Lettish  Societies,  the  Roxbury  Historical  Society  and 
many  local  associations. 

The  North  American  Civic  League  closed  the  office  of  its  Lettish 
secretary,  October  1 .  Our  Legal  Aid  Bureau  suspended  formal  operation 
April  1  but  continues  informal  counseling  two  evenings  a  week.  The 
Sarah  Fuller  Home  Association  continues  its  office  in  the  building. 

LIBRARY 

The  trustees  of  the  Fellowes  Athenaeum  again  appropriated  $5,000 
to  a  special  library  committee  from  its  own  Board  and  ours,  to  maintain 
the  reading  rooms  and  circulating  library  on  our  street  floor,  completing 
twenty-four  years  of  its  cooperation  with  our  Centre.  Our  part  in  this 
enterprise  consists  in  the  maintenance  of  the  rooms.  The  committee  pro- 
vides books,  furnishings  and  the  professional  guidance  of  four  librarians : 

Miss  Clara  A.  Clark 
Miss  Margaret  F.  Aitken 
Mrs.  Helen  E.  Andrews 
Miss  Martha  F.  Kierstead 

The  attendance  for  the  year  was  55,199  and  the  circulation  was 
44,789.  There  is  an  approximate  enrollment  of  2,500  children  and  adults. 

SUMMARY  OF  ACTIVITIES 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  Centre  to  provide  educational  and  social  activities 
for  all  ages,  regardless  of  race,  creed  or  color,  and  to  organize  its  services 
in  small  classes,  clubs  and  special  interest  groups.  Except  in  a  few  isolated 
instances,  such  as  Patriots'  Day  celebrations,  Christmas  festivities  and 
seasonal  exhibitions  or  demonstrations,  no  mass  activities  are  undertaken. 
The  more  intimate  and  personal  method  permits  better  instruction  and  a 


more  ready  access  to  the  social  undertakings  of  a  Settlement  staff.  How- 
ever, this  method  demands  a  large  group  of  leaders,  some  176  in  all  dur- 
ing the  year,  the  greater  number  of  whom  volunteered  their  time  or  re- 
ceived very  modest  compensation.  The  entire  staff  is  grouped  as  follows : 

Executive  Staff :  five  resident,  one  non-resident 
Librarians :  one  resident,  three  non-resident 
Custodians :  six  non-resident 
Graduate  Assistants :  thirteen  resident 
Class  Teachers :  one  resident,  sixteen  non-resident 
Volunteers,  eight-five  non-resident 
WPA  Instructors :  eighteen  non-resident 
NYA  Assistants :  fourteen  non-resident 
Student  Aid  Assistants :  thirteen  non-resident 

DEPARTMENTS 

Although   all  classes  and  clubs  are  unified  under  one  roof,   the 
interests  are  grouped  under  the  following  departments : 


WINTER 


Household  Arts 
Manual  Arts 
Fine  Arts 
Dramatics 
Music 
Dancing 
Play  Groups 
Storytelling 


Nursery  School 
Kindergarten 
Physical  Training 
Scouting 
Boys'  Clubs 
Girls'  Clubs 
Adult  Clubs 
Affiliated  Associations 


Vacation  School 
Day  Outings 
Camping 


SUMMER 


Playground 

Athletics 

Summer  Recreation 


Since  the  early  days  of  South  End  Industrial  School  (1883-1914) 
various  classes  have  been  supported  by  Unitarian  churches  in  Greater 
Boston.  This  traditional  subsidy  still  continues,  over  and  above  the  sup- 
port received  from  the  Community  Fund.  Gifts  so  received  by  our  treas- 
urer are  applied  directly  to  our  class  budgets.  During  1938  they  amounted 
to  $1,670.  64  Churches,  societies  and  private  individuals  contributed, 
and  their  gifts  were  used  toward  the  support  of  the  following  classes: 
cooking,  sewing,  dressmaking,  toymaking,  woodworking,  claymodelling, 
Little  Housekeepers,  girls'  gymnasium  and  summer  work,  the  latter  in- 
cluding the  children's  playgrounds  and  girls'  camping. 

HOUSE  MEMBERSHIP 

Class  Registrations  1 ,883 

Additional  Recreational  Enrollments  (approximate) 700 

Additional  Library  Enrollments  (approximate) 1,800 

Affiliated  Enrollments  (approximate)  600 

Total 4,983 

Statistics  are  supplied  monthly  to  the  Children's  Bureau,  United 
States  Department  of  Labor,  through  the  Boston  Council  of  Social 
Agencies.  The  above  record  is  taken  from  report  made  January  10,  1939. 

LUCY  WHEELOCK  CHILD  CENTRE 

At  the  November  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  a  plan  was 
inaugurated  to  assist  the  Lucy  Wheelock  Kindergarten  Alumnae  Associa- 
tion in  the  establishment  of  a  Child  Centre  in  Roxbury.  Our  land  at  the 
corner  of  Bartlett  Street  and  Lambert  Avenue,  formerly  the  location  of 
the  South  End  Industrial  School,  was  offered  as  a  site  for  a  new  building 
which  will  be  constructed  this  summer.  Norfolk  House  Centre  will  now 
enter  into  a  new  phase  of  its  long  cooperation  with  the  training  school 
which  Miss  Wheelock  founded  six  years  after  our  work  began  in 
Roxbury. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

The  Board  of  Managers  wishes  to  thank  all  contributors  and 
workers  for  the  generous  cooperation  shown  throughout  the  year,  and  to 
record  its  gratitude  to  the  Community  Federation  for  an  indispensable 
service. 


CALENDAR  EVENTS  OF  NOTE 


Jan. 

12. 

Jan. 
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Jan. 
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Feb. 

5. 
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9. 
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Feb. 

15. 

Feb. 

21. 

Mar. 

11. 

Mar. 

19. 

Mar. 

24. 

Mar. 
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Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 

3. 

6. 
12. 
19. 

May 
May 
May 
May 
May 

6. 

7. 
11. 
21. 
24. 

June 

1. 

June 

4. 

June 

17. 

June 

27. 

July 
July 
July 
July 
July 

2. 
4. 
5. 
9. 
30. 

Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 

12. 

18. 
20. 
24. 

Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 

5. 

6. 
15. 
21. 

Oct. 

1. 

Oct. 

10. 

Oct. 

19. 

Oct. 

22. 

Nov. 

7. 

Nov. 

11. 

Nov. 

16. 

Nov. 

18. 

Nov. 

20. 

Dec. 

1. 

Dec. 

12. 

Dec. 

16. 

Dec. 

29. 

Dec. 

30. 

Lecture  on  Russia  for  combined  girls'  clubs. 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Corporation. 
Participation  in  Community  Federation  Pageant. 
Centre  establishes  district  headquarters  for  Campaign. 

Lettish  National  League  enjoys  its  monthly  social. 

Home  Budget  course  opens. 

St.  Valentine's  Day  parties  for  girls'  clubs. 

Six  scout  troops  complete  Anniversary  Week  events. 

Norfolk  Young  Men's  Association  "prom". 

Public  concert. 

First  of  24  marathons  in  1938  season. 
Course  in  Home  Decoration  proves  popular. 
DeNormandie  Club  Play. 

Esthonians  hold  a  "Get-Together." 
Women's  clubs  hear  lecture  on  "Seeing  Eye." 
Boys'  Oratorical  Contest  on  Patriots  of  1775. 
"William  Dawes'  Ride" ;  Novice  Road  Race. 

Open  House  and  Class  Exhibition. 
First  week-end  outing  for  girls'  clubs. 
Women's  clubs  unite  in  first  annual  banquet. 
"Knot-Hole  Gang"  attracts  young  baseball  fans. 
Mothers'  Club  Benefit  Whist. 

Child  Study  Class  holds  camping  benefit  sale. 

N.  Y.  M.  A.  member  wins  Pike's  Peak  marathon. 

"Tumblers"  join  in  Bunker  Hill  celebration. 

Camping  starts:  Camp  Union,  Agassiz  Village  and  Ousamequin. 

Sea  Scouts  start  3-weeks'  cruise. 

A  big  day  on  Boston  Common. 

Vacation  School  and  Summer  Nursery  open. 

Girls'  camping  at  Martha's  Vineyard  starts. 

Scouts  off  to  Loon  Pond  camp. 

N.  Y.  M.  A.  takes  the  trophies  in  Mt.  Washington  Run. 
Puppet  show  delights  playground  children. 
Marathoners  win  national  titles  at  Newport,  R.  I. 
Playground  joins  in  Park  Department  Circus. 

Last  of  the  320  campers  back  safely. 
Radio  clubs  enroll  again. 
Thursday  night  dances  grow  in  popularity. 
Hurricane ! 

Armenian  Class  starts  its  4th  season. 

Autumn  activities  open  with  a  rush. 

Children  attend  their  first  Boston  Symphony  concert. 

United  Settlements  confer  at  Wellesley. 

Community  Chorus  welcomes  the  new  season. 
"Rovers"  at  Camp  Hemenway,  Tamworth,  N.  H. 
Orchestra  holds  a  public  concert. 
Child  Welfare  Council  starts  third  season. 
Letts  celebrate  Latvian  Independence  Day. 

"Toy  Shop"  workers  begin  their  annual  task. 
Neighbors'  Christmas  Fund  Benefit. 
First  of  twenty  Christmas  parties. 
Basket-ball  team  entertains  Bennington,  N.  H. 
Music  festival  to  close  the  year. 


CORPORATION  OF  NORFOLK  HOUSE  CENTRE 


(Board  of  Managers,  listed  separately,  are  also  members  of  this  body.) 


Allen,  Miss  Eleanor  W. 
Anderson,  Sheed 
Arnold,  Rev.  Harold  G. 
Atherton,  Mrs.  Edward  H. 

Bacon,  William 
Baldwin,  Mrs.  J.  C.  T. 
Barr,  John 
Bates,  Miss  Sara  K. 
Beaman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Bean,  Mrs.  Henry  S. 
Blake,  Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Brackett,  Mrs.  J.  Q.  A. 
Bolster,  Mrs.  Charles  S. 
Burdett,  Mrs.  William  F. 
Burge,  Mrs.  Howard  W. 

Cabot,  Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Calder,  Miss  Dora 
Carter,  Mrs.  Albert  P. 
Case,  Miss  Marian  R, 
Cheever,  Mrs.  David 
Collier,  Miss  Grace 
Comstock,  W.  Ogilvie 
Cornish,  Rev.  Louis  A. 

Davis,  William  W. 
Dean,  Mrs.  Paul  Dudley 
Denny,  Miss  Emily  G. 
DeNormandie,  Mrs.  Philip  Y. 
DeNormandie,  Mrs.  Robert 
DeNormandie,  William 
Dewey,  Miss  Lucy  E. 
Dexter,  Dr.  Robert  C. 
Dole,  Mrs.  Herbert  E. 
Donnelly,  Mrs.  John  T. 

Edson,  Miss  Mary  F. 
Eliot,  Miss  Abigail  A. 
Eliot,  Rev.  Christopher  R. 
Eliot,  Rev.  Samuel  A. 
Ellery,  Mrs.  William 
Emerson,  Miss  Edith  W. 

Fenn,  Rev.  Dan  H. 

Field,  Erlund 

Frothingham,  Mrs.  Paul  Revere 

Hanson,  Jr.,  Rev.  Miles 
Harwood,  Mrs.  Robert  W. 
Hayden,  Hon.  Albert  F. 
Hersey,  Mrs.  Walter  A. 
Holmes,  Rev.  Frank  O. 
Homans,  Miss  Katharine 
Homans,  William  P. 
Homer,  Mrs.  Thomas  J. 
Hooper,  Mrs.  James  R. 
Hunneman,  Miss  Mary  Ethel 
Hunnewell,  Miss  Louisa 

Jeffries,  Mrs.  J.  Amory 


Johnson,  Miss  Elizabeth  M. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  L.  H.  H. 
Joy,  Rev.  C.  R. 

Kidder,  Mrs.  Henry  P. 
Kidder,  Mrs.  H.  P. 
Kingman,  Mrs.  Henry  M. 

Langmaid,  Miss  Bertha 
Little,  Mrs.  Leon  M. 
Lowell,  Miss  Lucy 
Lyon,  Mrs.  William  H. 

Madden,  John  J. 
Merchant,  Mrs.  Roy  R. 
Merrill,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  B. 
Miller,  Rev.  Payson 
Morison,  Horace 
Morss,  Mrs.  Charles  A. 

Park,  Rev.  Charles  E. 
Parker,  Miss  Eleanor  S. 
Peabody,  W.  Rodman 
Pearse,  Miss  Alice  W. 
Perkins,  2nd,  James  H. 
Perkins,  Rev.  Palfrey 
Permar,  Mrs.  Bryan  S. 
Peterson,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Abbot 
Pickman,  Mrs.  Dudley  L. 
Pomeroy,  Rev.  Vivian 

Raymond,  Mrs.  Franklin  F. 
Redlon,  Mrs.  Gilbert  F. 
Rees,  Malcolm 
Rees,  Mrs.  Thomas  G. 
Robbins,  Mrs.  Arthur  G. 
Rogerson,  Henry 

Samson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  J. 

Sawyer,  Miss  Mary  C. 

Scott,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  R. 

Shepard,  Miss  Emily  B. 

Shepard,  Thomas  H. 

Smith,  Mrs.  B.  Farnham 

Snow,  Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  B. 

Sprague,  Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac 

Staniford,  Mrs.  Daniel 

Stone,  Mrs.  Robert  Gregg 

Stone,  Seymour  H. 

Tapley,  Miss  Alice  P. 
Tappan,  Mrs.  Frederick  H. 
Thacher,  Miss  Elisabeth  B. 
Turner,  Frederick  A. 

Walker,  Mrs.  William  H.  C. 
Washburn,  Mrs.  Gardner 
Webster,  Mrs.  Edwin  S. 
Wetherell,  Charles  B. 
Williams,  Henry  M. 
Williams,  Holden  P. 
Williams,  Miss  Susan 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 

1939 

President 

Arthur  T.  Lyman 

60  State  Street,  Boston 

First  Vice-President 
Ralph  U.  Brett 

Vice-Presidents 
Charles  S.  Bolster  Mrs.  W.  Rodman  Peabody 

Miss  Mary  E.  Bradlee  Miss  Louise  Q.  Pierce 

Miss  Ada  H.  Hersey  William  Howell  Reed 

Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Shepard 

Treasurer 
Alfred  S.  Woodworth  111  Franklin  Street,  Boston 

Clerk 

Stephen  M.  Weld 
30  State  Street,  Boston 


Robert  Fiske  Bradford 

Miss  Martha  T.  Brown 

Miss  Anna  W.  Cutler 

Mrs.  Nicholas  W.  Danforth 

Miss  Emily  D.  Furness 

Russell  D.  Greene 

Mrs.  Hamilton  Heard 

J.  Amory  Jeffries 

Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Kennedy 

Charles  E.  Kinkade 


Mrs.  George  H.  Larsen 

Kenneth  L.  Mac  Lean 

Mrs.  Alfred  R.  Mellor 

Charles  A.  Newhall 

Haven  Parker 

Mrs.  Alfred  H.  B.  Peabody 

George  A.  Parker 

Henry  W.  Porter 

George  T.  Putnam 

Miss  Margaret  W.  Thacher 


Leonard  Ware,  Jr. 

EXECUTIVE  STAFF 

Frederick  J.  Soule,  Director 

Francis  X.  McLaughlin,  Boys'  work 

Miss  Barbara  Jordan,  Girls'  Work 

Miss  Willette  C.  Pierce,  Adult  Clubs  and  Dramatics 

Miss  Anne  Griffith,  Household  Arts 

Miss  Sarah  E.  MacMillan,  Office 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

/  ffive  and  bequeath  to  Norfolk  House  Centre  at  14  John 
Eliot  Square^   Roxbury,   Boston,  Massachusetts,   the  sum    of 

dollars, 

to  be  applied  to  the  general  uses  and  purposes  of  said  Centre, 


Norfolk  House  Centre  was  Incorporated  Nov.  20,  1884,  as  South  End  Industrial 
School.  The  present  name  was  authorized  by  special  act  of  the  legislature, 
Mar.  9,  1915. 
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NORFOLK  HOUSE 
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John  Eliot  Square,  Roxbury 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 


Member  of  Community  Federation 
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BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 

1940 


THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  CORPORATION 

President''' 
ARTfiiuR  T.  Lyman 

Vice-Presidents 

Charles  S.  Bolster  (Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee) 

Ralph  U.  Brett  (Chairman  of  the  Board) 

Honorary  Vice-Presidents 

Miss  Mary  E.  Bradlee 
Miss  Ada  H.  Hersey 

Treasurer 
Alfred  S.  Woodworth  111  Franklin  Street,  Boston 


Clerk 


Stephen  M.  Weld 


30  State  Street,  Boston 


OTHER  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD 


Robert  Fiske  Bradford 

Edward  B.  Cole 

Miss  Anna  W.  Cutler 

Mrs.  Nicholas  W.  Danforth 

Miss  Emily  D.  Furness 

Russell  D.  Greene 

Mrs.  Hamilton  Heard 

J.  Amory  Jeffries 

Arthur  B.  Joslin 

Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Kennedy 

Charles  E.  Kinkade 

Mrs.  George  H.  Larsen 

Kenneth  L.  MacLean 


Mrs.  Alfred  R.  Mellor 
Charles  A.  Newhall 
George  A.  Parker 
Haven  Parker 
Mrs.  Alfred  H.  B.  Peabody 
Mrs.  W.  Rodman  Peabody 
Miss  Louise  Q.  Pierce 
Henry  W.  Porter 
George  T.  Putnam 
William  Howell  Reed 
Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Shepard 
Miss  Margaret  W.  Thacher 
Leonard  Ware,  Jr. 


Lemuel  A.  Watkins 


Secretary  of  Executive  Committee,  ex  officio 
Frederick  J.  Soule,  Resident  Director 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Norfolk  House  Centre 

For  The  Year  1939 

"AIMS  AND  WAYS" 

'*My  own  feeling  is  that  nothing  has  stood  up  better  under  the  stress 
and  strain  of  recent  years  than  the  aims  and  ways  of  the  neighborhood 
workers."  — Bruno  Lasker  (in  a  private  letter) 

A  STATEMENT  of  the  aims  of  the  Settlements  in  Boston  is  found  to  be 
timely  by  the  several  neighborhood  houses  which  comprise  the 
United  Settlements.  Many  who  now  contribute  to  Boston  social 
agencies  through  the  Community  Fund  are  continually  inquiring  about 
the  services  which  they  are  encouraged  to  support.  Through  the  educa- 
tional tours  to  our  Settlements,  many  groups  of  visitors  are  amazed  to 
learn  about  the  neighborly  opportunities  which  are  available  to  the  fami- 
lies who  live  in  the  crowded  sections  of  our  city.  They  find  enthusiastic 
workers  who  have  faith  in  the  principle  that  our  neighbors  have  a  "God- 
given  right  to  the  good  life."  They  discover,  too,  that  very  practical 
efforts  are  made  to  enrich  the  life  of  children,  young  people  and  parents 
alike  through  practical  classes  and  sociable  clubs.  They  find  a  very  demo- 
cratic spirit  prevailing,  the  neighbors  giving  as  well  as  receiving  in  a 
mutual  effort  to  build  a  better  neighborhood,  with  a  more  responsible 
home  life,  more  livable  homes,  better  recreation  and  health  education, 
improved  civic  facilities  and  a  degree  of  tolerance,  mutual  respect  and 
happiness  not  achieved  where  neighbors  are  not  encouraged  to  mingle  as 
neighbors.  What  are  our  aims  ?  In  general,  they  are  as  numerous  as  the 
types  of  work  we  undertake  for  the  nursery  school  child,  the  athletic  lad, 
the  girl  who  is  ambitious  to  learn  home  arts,  the  youth  who  is  restless,  the 
mother  who  is  distressed  by  her  struggles,  or  the  father  who  is  utterly  dis- 
couraged by  unemployment.  But  underlying  these  many  and  changing 
approaches  to  neighborhood  organization  are  very  simple  and  elemental 
characteristics  of  the  Settlement  which  have  contributed  to  make  it,  as 
Paul  Kellogg  says,  "one  of  the  few  general  social  institutions  originated 
in  modern  times."  It  brings  together  a  group  of  residents  in  a  neighbor- 
hood where,  of  their  own  devotion  to  their  ideals,  they  may  remain — 
often  a  more  permanent  factor  than  the  neighbors  themselves,  and  where 
they  can  focus  the  leadership  and  skills  of  varied  workers  from  within 
and  from  without,  upon  the  life  of  people  roundabout  them.  It  has  al- 
ways been  an  attendant  objective  of  the  Settlement  to  extend  its  valid 


experiences  to  wider  areas  of  social  endeavor  and  to  co-operate  on  a  broad 
scale  with  kindred  efforts  elsewhere.  Years  ago  Norfolk  House  Centre 
set  as  its  motto:  '^Better  Homes  and  Better  Citizenship."  Our  methods 
have  been  to  provide  ample  facilities  for  the  neighborhood  to  meet  or  work 
together;  to  offer  skilled  instruction;  to  secure  group  leadership  and  to 
adapt  each  year's  efforts  to  the  changing  needs  of  the  district,  without  fear 
or  favor. 

FIFTEENTH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  NYMA 

The  Norfolk  Young  Men's  Association  celebrated  its  fifteenth 
anniversary  at  the  City  Club,  November  15,  the  event  made  especially 
noteworthy  by  the  gracious  attendance  of  His  Excellency,  Governor 
Leverett  Saltonstall,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Saltonstall,  and  His  Honor 
Ma5^or  Maurice  J.  Tobin.  These  guests  paid  tribute  to  the  civic  values 
of  the  organization  and  the  house  which  has  sponsored  it.  They  found  it 
commendable  that  the  young  men  managed  the  entire  event,  with  its  en- 
tertainment and  after-dinner  speaking,  and  that  all  fifteen  past-presidents 
returned  for  the  reunion. 

NURSERY  CLASS 

With  the  opening  of  the  new  Lucy  Wheelock  Child  Centre  at 
14  Lambert  Avenue,  it  has  become  possible  to  restrict  the  ages  of  our 
children.  We  now  serve  children  between  the  ages  of  two  years,  six 
months  and  three  years,  six  months.  The  new  nursery  school  accepts 
children  one  year  older.  Our  class  operates  throughout  the  year.  Our 
assistants  are  students  from  the  Wheelock  School,  and  a  close  co-operation 
exists  between  the  two  organizations.  The  Wheelock  Alumnae  Associa- 
tion, which  built  and  operates  the  new  Child  Centre,  is  represented  on 
our  Board  and  Corporation. 

CHARLES   HAYDEN   FOUNDATION   ''CAMPERSHIPS" 

300  of  our  neighborhood  boys  were  sent  to  Boston  agency  camps  last 
summer  through  the  generosity  of  the  Charles  Hayden  Foundation. 
Great  care  was  exercised  in  selecting  these  boys.  Other  Roxbury  organi- 
zations were  invited  to  submit  names  of  applicants.  Younger  boys  were 
sent  to  Camp  Hammond  at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  through  a  liberal  arrange- 
ment extended  by  the  Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Union.  Older  boys 
enjoyed  the  exceptional  facilities  of  Agassiz  Village,  West  Poland,  Maine, 
conducted  by  the  Burroughs  Newsboys  Foundation.  Special  groups  were 
sent  to  Loon  Pond,  Lakeville,  Mass.,  operated  by  the  Boston  Council  of 
the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  and  to  Camp  Nippinicket,  West  Bridgewater, 
Mass. 


VACATION  SCHOOL 

For  eight  weeks  last  summer  our  house  was  a  happy  place  for  child- 
hood. In  addition  to  our  camping  program  for  nearly  100  girls,  our  day 
trips  to  the  country  and  our  all-day  playground  program,  we  were  able  to 
conduct  a  carefully  supervised  vacation  school  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  Isabel  Leslie,  a  one-year  resident  from  England,  who  has  now  re- 
turned home  and  is  conducting  special  service  at  Oxford  for  children 
evacuated  from  London.  The  School  embraced  classes  in  dramatics,  story- 
telling, cookery,  arts,  crafts  and  music.  The  enrollment  was  expanded 
over  the  previous  year  from  50  to  85.  A  delightful  festival  marked  the 
closing  day.  The  gifts  which  came  to  us  from  Alliances,  designated  Sum- 
mer Work,  made  it  possible  for  us  to  make  July  and  August  so  full  of 
happy  days. 

INTERRELATED  SOCIAL  EFFORTS 

Certain  agencies  in  Boston  bring  to  our  Centre  their  services,  to 
which  we  add  our  co-operation.  Each  year  the  Fruit  and  Flower  Mission 
has  provided  its  baskets  to  be  distributed  by  our  garden  club.  The  City 
of  Boston  has  looked  to  us  for  the  traditional  observance  of  Patriots'  Day. 
We  have  lent  our  support  to  the  Roxbury  Civic  League,  the  Roxbury 
Neighborhood  Council,  the  Amateur  Athletic  Union,  the  several  Scout 
committees,  the  Roxbuiy  Historical  Society,  the  Armenian  School,  the 
Esthonian  Society,  two  Lettish  Societies,  several  professional  and  musical 
societies,  the  Episcopal  City  Mission  in  its  athletic  program,  the  Sarah 
Fuller  Home  Association  which  has  its  headquarters  here,  the  Roxbury 
Cancer  Control  Committee  and  other  local  committees  of  an  educational 
or  social  value.  We  have  been  active  in  the  United  Settlements  of  Boston, 
the  Boston  Council  of  Social  Agencies,  local  committees  on  boys'  work, 
girls'  work,  housing  and  the  like.  We  have  participated  in  the  United 
Settlement  music  festival  and  have  continually  utilized  for  our  groups  the 
advantages  of  the  Children's  Symphony  Concerts,  the  museums  and  the 
city's  places  of  historic  interest.  To  our  house  have  been  brought  the  legal 
services  of  our  neighborhood  counselor.  With  the  Volunteer  Bureau, 
Phillips  Brooks  House,  churches,  clubs  and  colleges  there  has  been  a 
steady  interchange,  to  add  to  our  undertaking  the  services  of  volunteers. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Statistics  compiled  monthly  for  the  Children's  Bureau,  United  States 
Department  of  Labor,  through  the  Boston  Council  of  Social  Agencies, 
show  that  more  than  5,500  persons  used  our  Centre  last  year,  approxi- 
mately one-third  in  classes,  one-third  in  the  library  and  the  others  in  clubs, 


recreation  or  civic  associations.  Our  policy  of  working  in  small  groups 
has  been  stressed,  even  more  strongly,  with  gratifying  benefits  to  the  in- 
dividual and  greater  efficacj^  in  group  programs.  We  have  continued  to 
require  small  fees  for  enrollment,  materials  and  special  use  of  rooms, 
though  many  activities  are  free,  and  no  child  or  adult  is  ever  denied  an 
opportunity  for  lack  of  money.  Our  enrolled  membership  allies  itself, 
according  to  age,  with  such  primary  interests  as  the  nursery  and  kinder- 
garten classes,  the  sewing  school,  cookery,  dramatics,  drawing,  modelling, 
manual  training,  the  gj^mnasium,  NYMA,  Scouts,  clubs  and  library. 
Many  recreational  interests  are  interwoven,  such  as  dancing,  games,  story 
hours,  hikes  and  tours.  Among  the  adults,  in  their  courses  and  clubs, 
serious  attention  is  given  to  discussions  and  lectures.  Federal  classes  in 
the  arts  and  music  are  free  and  well  attended.  These,  with  the  men's 
game  room,  offer  a  helpful  supplement  to  our  own  membership  groups. 

OUR  BUILDING 

We  often  have  occasion  to  mention  that  the  rear  of  our  building  was 
erected  in  1825  and  the  front  in  1850,  and  that  by  location  and  associa- 
tion Norfolk  House  has  an  interesting  history.  Furthermore,  it  has  a 
dignity,  charm  and  homelike  atmosphere.  We  pay  a  price  for  this  charm, 
and  we  gain  unexcelled  benefits.  Upkeep  is  heavy,  especially  when  the  120 
rooms  are  used  so  continuously  by  more  than  5,500  people,  by  130 
groups  and  by  a  large  resident  staff.  But  with  all  its  use  and  wear,  the 
house  presents  an  appeal  to  our  many  visitors.  It  is  clean  and  presentable, 
served  well  by  a  faithful  staff  of  six  custodians.  In  summer  it  is  cool,  in 
winter  warm.  As  a  Settlement  should  be,  it  is  as  inviting,  safe  and  sani- 
tary as  we  can  make  it,  but  this  would  not  be  possible  except  for  certain 
anonymous  gifts  for  improvements  and  repairs  which  have  come  to  us 
each  year  for  nearly  a  decade.  We  hope  our  building's  appearance, 
despite  age,  and  the  joy  it  gives,  are  a  testimony  of  appreciation  to  the 
unnamed  donors. 

NEIGHBORHOOD  AND  COMMUNITY 

In  the  diversified  social  services  of  the  175  agencies  now  unified 
through  Greater  Boston's  Community  Federation,  Norfolk  House  Cen- 
tre, at  the  close  of  its  fifty-sixth  year,  occupies  a  strategic  position  in  its 
own  district,  is  a  recognized  force  in  the  United  Settlement  approach  to 
the  problems  of  congested  neighborhoods,  and  stands  as  a  type  of  our 
city's  constructive  and  preventive  work  —  closer  to  education  than  to  re- 
habilitation. Highly  personal  in  its  human  touch  with  all  ages,  races, 
creeds  and  strata  of  our  neighborhood,  it  knits  and  binds  the  strands  of 
democratic  life. 


EXECUTIVE  STAFF 

RESIDENT 

Frederick  J.  Soule,  Director 

Francis  X.  McLaughlin,  Boy^  and  Men's  Work 

Miss  Willette  C.  Pierce,  Wovien's  Clubs  and  Dramatics 

Miss  Eleanor  M.  Rowell,  Girls'  Work 

Miss  Natalie  L.  Attwill,  Household  Arts 

Miss  Ruth  Crossley,  Nursery  School 

Miss  Dorothy  Elkins,  Worker-in-Training 

Miss  Helen  E.  Gary,  Worker-in-Training 

NON-RESIDENT 
Miss  Sarah  E.  MacMillan,  Office  Secretary 


ASSOCIATE  STAFF 

RESIDENT  LEADERS  AND  ASSISTANTS 

(Part-Time) 

James  T.  Blodgett,  Medical  Work  and  Clubs 

Miss  Sibyl  Greenwood,  Girls'  Club  Federation 

Herbert  Hager,  Medical  PVork  and  Gymnasium 

Miss  Jane  Hine,  Cookery 

Miss  Esther  M.  Hobley,  Office 

Miss  Ruth  F.  Michal,  Social  Dancing 

Zigmont  Olbrys,  Children's  Modelling 

Theodore  Robie,  Medical  Work  and  Clubs 

Gordon  Senegal,  Evening  Hall  Secretary 

Frido  Urbinati,  Dranving  and  Painting 

Miss  Grace  Williams,  Dramatics  and  Storytelling 

George  Wright,  Afternoon  Hall  Secretary 


LIBRARY  STAFF 

NORFOLK  HOUSE  CENTRE  LIBRARY 
BRANCH  OF  FELLOWES  ATHENAEUM 

Miss  Clara  A.  Clark,  Head  Librarian 
Miss  Martha  F.  Kierstead,  Children's  Librarian  {resident) 
Miss  Margaret  F.  Aitken 
Mrs.  Helen  E.  Andrews 


The  library  is  maintained  jointly  by  the  Fellowes  Athenaeum  and  Norfolk 
House  Centre.  William  Howell  Reed  serves  as  treasurer.  The  annual  circulation 
approximates  50,000.   The  enrollment  is  about  2,500  juveniles  and  adults. 


NON-RESIDENT  INSTRUCTORS 
(Part-Time) 

Miss  Elsie  I.  Bearce,  Children's  Modelling 
Mrs.  Katherine  Bergen,  Women's  Dressmaking 

Miss  Edna  P.  Garret,  Girls'  Gymnasium 

Miss  Genevieve  Dellagana,  Girl/  Dressmaking 

Miss  Hazel  Hach,  Children's  Dancing 

Miss  Esther  Sin  man,  Saturday  Kindergarten 

Freeman  D.  Shepherd,  Manual  Training 

Angelo  Togneri,  Adult  Modelling 
Mrs.  Blanche  D.  Akerley,  Accompanist 

NON-RESIDENT  ASSISTANTS 
(Part-Time) 

Mrs.  Mary  Calnan,  Serving  School 
Joseph  Donovan,  Gymnasium 

Miss  Emma  Gannon,  Seiving  School 
Miss  Kathleen  E.  Harcourt,  Sewing  School 
Miss  Josephine  Chase,  Girls'  Gymnasium 

CUSTODIANS 
William  Cunniff  Herbert  A.  Whittier 

Walter  P.  Molineux  Mrs.  Mary  V.  Thompson 

John  Murray  Mrs.  Caroline  W.  Miller 

FEDERAL  INSTRUCTORS 

The  Centre  offers  its  facilities  to  the  Adult  Recreation  Project  for  arts  and 
crafts,  a  community  chorus  and  a  men's  game  room  (12  workers).  The  Massachu- 
setts Federal  Art  Project  provides  us  with  3  teachers  in  drawing  and  woodcarving. 
The  recreation  project  of  the  Boston  Park  Department  assigns  2  leaders.  We  have 
19  National  Youth  Administration  assistants  in  office  and  gymnasium.  Federal 
Music  sends  7  teachers  for  private  lessons  in  voice,  piano  and  stringed  instruments. 
(Total  43). 

VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers  assist  with  Scout  Troops,  clubs,  classes  and  recreation.  Students  in 
several  colleges  are  also  assigned  for  field-work  or  "student-aid"  employment. 

NEIGHBORHOOD  COUNSELOR 

Russell  D.  Greene,  Boston  attorney,  maintains  office  hours,  Mondays  at  7  P.M. 
and  Wednesdays  at  3  P.  M.  as  legal  advisor  and  neighborhood  counselor. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Within  the  brief  scope  of  this  report  it  is  impossible  to  print  a  complete 
financial  statement.  We  are  sending  to  our  Corporation  members  and  our  contribu- 
tors, a  mimeographed  copy  of  our  treasurer's  report,  as  audited  by  Yves  H.  Buhler, 
and  shall  be  pleased  to  mail  additional  copies  as  requested.  The  salient  facts  are 
these  (Dec.  31,  1939): 


Assets $130,268.08 

Liabilities  and  Funds: 

Accounts  Payable $      776.22 

General  Fund,  unrestricted  as  to 

principal  and  income  - 84,685.27 

Permanent  Fund,  restricted  as  to  principal  only 41,883.32 

Special  Funds,  restricted  as  to  principal  and  income...       700.00 

Summer  Camp  Fund 1,804.65 

Balance  of  restricted  income  on  hand - 418.62 

$130,268.08 

Legacies  received  in  1939  (included  above)  : 

Dudley  L.  Pickman  Estate  (unrestricted) $10,000.00 

Paul  Revere  Frothingham  Trust  (restricted) 5,000.00 

$15,000.00 


Current  Unrestricted  Income: 

Income  from  Investments $  2,035.72 

Community  Federation „ „ 22,398.06 

Committee  of  the  Permanent  Charity  Fund,  Inc 1,500.00 

Dean  Welfare  Trust 50.00 

Church  Societies 1,606.00 

House  Receipts „ 4,459.62 


$  32,049.40 


Current  unrestricted  expenses $32,838.75 

Excess  of  current  expenses  over  unrestricted  income $     789.35 


Restricted  Income  (special  gifts) : 

Anonymous  (building  improvements) > $  2,000.00 

Charles  Hayden  Foundation  (boys'  camping). 3,500.00 

Mason  Fund  (girls'  camping)  „„ 200.00 

Carroll  J.  Swan  Memorial  (girls'  camping) „ 112.98 

Boys' and  girls' supplementary  contributions  (camping)  158.20 

Hunnewell  Fund  (building  improvements)  100.00 


$     6,071.18 


Total  Securities: 

Book  value „ _ „ $72,165.92 

Market  value „ $ 57,903.00 


The  Trustees  of  the  Fellowes  Athenaeum  maintained  the 

Norfolk  House  Centre  Branch  at  an  appropriation  of $  5,250.00 


CORPORATION  OF  NORFOLK  HOUSE  CENTRE 

(Board  of  Managers,  listed  separately,  are  also  members  of  this  body.) 


Allen,  Miss  Eleanor  W. 
Anderson,  Sheed 
Arnold,  Rev.  Harold  G. 
Atherton,  Mrs.  Edward  H. 

Bacon,  William 
Baldwin,  Mrs.  J.  C.  T. 
Barr,  John 
Bates,  Miss  Sara  K. 
Beaman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Bean,  Mrs.  Henry  S. 
Blake,  Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Brackett,  Mrs.  J.  Q.  A. 
Bolster,  Mrs.  Charles  S. 
Burdett,  Mrs.  William  F. 
Burge,  Mrs.  Howard  W. 

Cabot,  Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Calder,  Miss  Dora 
Carter,  Mrs.  Albert  P. 
Case,  Miss  Marian  R. 
Cheever,  Mrs.  David 
Collier,  Miss  Grace 
Comstock,  W.  Ogilvie 
Cornish,  Rev.  Louis  A. 

Davis,  William  W. 
Dean,  Mrs.  Paul  Dudley 
Denny,  Miss  Emily  G. 
DeNormandie,  Mrs.  Philip  Y. 
DeNormandie,  Mrs.  Robert 
DeNormandie,  William 
Dewey,  Miss  Lucy  E. 
Dexter,  Dr.  Robert  C. 
Dole,  Mrs.  Herbert  E. 
Donnelly,  Mrs.  John  T. 

Edson,  Miss  Mary  F. 
Eliot,  Miss  Abigail  A. 
Eliot,  Rev.  Christopher  R. 
Eliot,  Rev.  Samuel  A. 
Ellery,  Mrs.  William 
Emerson,  Miss  Edith  W. 

Fenn,  Rev.  Dan  H. 

Field,  Erlund 

Frothingham,  Mrs.  Paul  Revere 

Hanson,  Jr.,  Rev.  Miles 
Harwood,  Mrs.  Robert  W. 
Hayden,  Hon.  Albert  F. 
Hersey,  Mrs.  Walter  A. 
Holmes,  Rev.  Frank  O. 
Homans,  Miss  Katharine 
Homans,  William  P. 
Homer,  Mrs.  Thomas  J. 
Hooper,  Mrs.  James  R. 
Hunneman,  Miss  Mary  Ethel 
Hunnewell,  Miss  Louisa 


JeflFries,  Mrs.  J.  Amory 
Johnson,  Miss  Elizabeth  M. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  L.  H.  H. 
Joy,  Rev.  C.  R. 

Kidder,  Mrs.  Henry  P. 
Kidder,  Mrs.  H.  P. 
Kingman,  Mrs.  Henry  M. 

Langmaid,  Miss  Bertha 
Little,  Mrs.  Leon  M. 
Lowell,  Miss  Lucy 
Lyon,  Mrs.  William  H. 

Madden,  John  J. 
Merchant,  Mrs.  Roy  R. 
Merrill,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  B. 
Miller,  Rev.  Payson 
Morison,  Horace 
Morss,  Mrs.  Charles  A. 

Park,  Rev.  Charles  E. 
Parker,  Miss  Eleanor  S. 
Peabody,  W.  Rodman 
Pearse,  Miss  Alice  W. 
Perkins,  2nd,  James  H. 
Perkins,  Rev.  Palfrey 
Permar,  Mrs.  Bryan  S. 
Peterson,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Abbot 
Pomeroy,  Rev.  Vivian 

Raymond,  Mrs.  Franklin  F. 
Redlon,  Mrs.  Gilbert  F. 
Rees,  Malcolm 
Rees,  Mrs.  Thomas  G. 
Robbins,  Mrs.  Arthur  G. 
Rogerson,  Henry 

Samson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  J. 

Sawyer,  Miss  Mary  C. 

Scott,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  R. 

Shepard,  Miss  Emily  B. 

Shepard,  Thomas  H. 

Smith,  Mrs.  B.  Farnham 

Snow,  Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  B. 

Sprague,  Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac 

Staniford,  Mrs.  Daniel 

Stone,  Mrs.  Robert  Gregg 

Stone,  Seymour  H. 

Tapley,  Miss  Alice  P. 
Tappan,  Mrs.  Frederick  H. 
Thacher,  Miss  Elisabeth  B. 
Turner,  Frederick  A. 

Walker,  Mrs.  William  H.  C. 
Washburn,  Mrs.  Gardner 
Webster,  Mrs.  Edwin  S. 
Wetherell,  Charles  B. 
Williams,  Henry  M. 
Williams,  Holden  P. 
Williams,  Miss  Susan 


^'Support  the  Community  Fund" 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

/  give  and  bequeath  to  Norfolk  House  Centre  at  14  John 
Eliot  Square,  Roxbury,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of 

dollars, 

to  be  applied  to  the  general  uses  and  purposes  of  said  Centre. 


Norfolk  House  Centre  was  Incorporated  Nov.  20,  1884,  as  South  End  Industrial 
School.  The  present  name  was  authorized  by  special  act  of  the  legislature, 
Mar.  9,  1915. 
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NORFOLK  HOUSE 
CENTRE 

John  Eliot  Square,  Roxbury 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 

1883-1941 


At  the  Crossroads  of  the  Community 

tSt     dt     t*i 

Common  Ground  for  the  American  Way  of  Life 

**t    tit    tii 

Meeting  Place  for  the  Families  of  the  Neighborhood 
.  .  .  for  the  youngest  and  the  oldest, 
.  .  ,  in  groups  of  their  own  choosing, 

.  ,  .  for  common  pursuits  of  play, 

self -improvement,  and  civic  cooperation, 

.  .  .  encouraged  by  democratic  association 
and  trained  leadership. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1940 


CORPORATION  OF  NORFOLK  HOUSE  CENTRE 

(Board  of  Managers,  listed  separately,  are  also  members  of  this  body.) 


Allen,  Miss  Eleanor  W. 
Anderson,  Sbeed 
Arnold,  Rev.  Harold  G. 
Atherton,  Mrs.  Edward  H. 

Bacon,  William 
Baldwin,  Mrs.  J.  C.  T. 
Barr,  John 
Bates,  Miss  Sara  K. 
Beaman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Bean,  Mrs.  Henry  S. 
Blake,  Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Brackett,  Mrs.  J.  Q.  A. 
Bolster,  Mrs.  Charles  S. 
Burdett,  Mrs.  William  F. 
Buhler,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yves  Henry 
Burge,  Mrs.  Howard  W. 

Cabot,  Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Calder,  Miss  Dora 
Carter,  Mrs.  Albert  P. 
Case,  Miss  Marian  R. 
Cheever,  Mrs.  David 
Collier,  Miss  Grace 
Comstock,  W.  Ogilvie 
Cornish,  Rev.  Louis  A. 

Davis,  William  W. 
Dean,  Mrs.  Paul  Dudley 
Denny,  Miss  Emily  G. 
DeNormandie,  Mrs.  Philip  Y. 
DeNormandie,  Mrs.  Robert 
DeNormandie,  William 
Dewey,  Miss  Lucy  E. 
Dexter,  Dr.  Robert  C. 
Dole,  Mrs.  Herbert  E. 
Donnelly,  Mrs.  John  T. 

Edson,  Miss  Mary  F. 
Eliot,  Miss  Abigail  A. 
Eliot,  Rev.  Christopher  R. 
Eliot,  Rev.  Samuel  A. 
Ellery,  Mrs.  William 
Emerson,  Miss  Edith  W. 

Fenn,  Rev.  Dan  H. 
Field,  Erlund 

Hanson,  Jr.,  Rev.  Miles 
Harwood,  Mrs.  Robert  W. 
Hayden,  Hon.  Albert  F. 
Hersey,  Mrs.  Walter  A. 
Holmes,  Rev.  Frank  O. 
Homans,  Miss  Katharine 
Homans,  William  P. 
Homer,  Mrs.  Thomas  J. 
Hooper,  Mrs.  James  R. 
Hunneman,  Miss  Mary  Ethel 
Hunnewell,  Miss  Louisa 


JeflFries,  Mrs.  J.  Amory 
Johnson,  Miss  Elizabeth  M. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  L.  H.  H. 
Joy,  Rev.  C.  R. 

Kidder,  Mrs.  Henry  P. 
Kidder,  Mrs,  H.  P. 
Kingman,  Mrs.  Henry  M. 

Little,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  M. 
Lowell,  Miss  Lucy 
Lyon,  Mrs.  William  H. 

Madden,  John  J. 
Merchant,  Mrs.  Roy  R. 
Merrill,  Mrs.  Albert  B. 
Miller,  Rev.  Payson 
Morison,  Horace 
Morss,  Mrs.  Charles  A. 

Park,  Rev.  Charles  E. 
Parker,  Miss  Eleanor  S. 
Pearse,  Miss  Alice  W. 
Perkins,  2nd,  James  H. 
Perkins,  Rev.  Palfrey 
Permar,  Mrs.  Bryan  S. 
Peterson,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Abbot 
Pomeroy,  Rev.  Vivian 

Raymond,  Mrs.  Franklin  F. 
Redlon,  Mrs.  Gilbert  F. 
Rees,  Malcolm 
Rees,  Mrs.  Thomas  G. 
Robbins,  Mrs.  Arthur  G. 
Rogerson,  Henry 

Samson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  J. 

Sawyer,  Miss  Mary  C. 

Scott,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  R. 

Shepard,  Miss  Emily  B. 

Shepard,  Miss  Grace  M. 

Shepard,  Thomas  H. 

Smith,  Mrs.  B.  Farnham 

Snow,  Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  B. 

Sprague,  Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac 

Staniford,  Mrs.  Daniel 

Stone,  Mrs.  Robert  Gregg 

Stone,  Seymour  H. 

Tapley,  Miss  Alice  P. 
Tappan,  Mrs.  Frederick  H. 
Thacher,  Miss  Elisabeth  B. 
Turner,  Frederick  A. 

Walker,  Mrs.  William  H.  C. 
Washburn,  Mrs.  Gardner 
Webster,  Mrs.  Edwin  S. 
Wetherell,  Charles  B. 
Williams,  Henry  M. 
Williams,  Holden  P. 
Williams,  Miss  Susan 


^^ORFOLK  House  Centre  takes  pride  in  its  long  history  and  the 
traditions  associated  with  Roxbury,  John  Eliot  Square,  and  "old 
Norfolk  House"  itself.  Rooted  in  one  of  the  earliest  American 
communities,  it  draws  from  the  soil  of  New  England  democracy  to 
nourish  and  replenish  a  democratic  community  life.  It  conducts  a  varied 
program  of  neighborhood  activities,  but  more  essentially  it  strives  to  per- 
petuate in  its  diversified  and  changing  population,  the  best  of  American 
ideals.  It  unites  its  neighbors  in  voluntary  association  by  processes  of 
pleasurable  recreation,  but  its  service  is  fundamentally  an  education  in 
the  practical  workings  of  democracy. 

To  report  a  year's  achievement  is  far  beyond  the  compass  of  this 
brief  sketch.  Even  to  portray  a  year  in  more  detailed  strokes  of  the  pen 
would  be  inadequate  to  evaluate  the  democratic  processes  which  are 
operating  each  year  under  the  roof  of  our  century-old  building.  A  real 
understanding  of  a  Settlement  which  is  as  deeply  rooted  in  its  community 
as  Norfolk  House,  is  to  have  known  it  over  the  years,  or  to  have  been  a 
neighbor  in  Roxbury  for  a  generation.  Board  members  who  have  shared 
in  this  long  service,  and  older  neighbors  who  are  now  sending  their 
children  to  the  groups  they  once  attended,  can  more  clearly  sense  what 
Norfolk  House  means  in  Roxbury.  Others  accept  their  judgment  until 
they  learn  from  their  own  experience.  Visitors  sense  a  certain  vitality 
here,  even  on  the  short  tour  of  a  "Come-See"  visitation  or  an  evening 
spent  with  some  club.  New  members  readily  find  deeper  values  than  they 
anticipate.  Racial  groups,  new  Americans,  minority  elements  of  changing 
Roxbury  often  "discover  America"  here,  in  this  atmosphere  of  neighborly 
co-operation.  More  and  more  the  newer  nationality  groups  moving  into 
Roxbury  "find  themselves"  within  these  walls  —  find  new  friends  and  a 
way  to  participate  in  community  life. 

During  the  year  1940  Norfolk  House  has  deepened  the  roots  of 
democratic  association.  Its  program  of  activities  has  changed  very  little. 
In  some  particulars  it  has  improved  or  extended  its  services,  especially  in 
its  clubs  for  new  nationality  groups.  But  throughout  a  critical  year,  when 
all  Americans  have  come  to  a  clearer  evaluation  of  the  democratic  liberties 
they  enjoy,  Norfolk  House  has  become  much  more  vital  to  many  more 
people,  and  now  takes  clearer  form  as  a  symbol  of  free  and  united 
association. 

America  is  no  stronger  than  its  local  neighborhoods.  What  Norfolk 
House  means  locally  is  indicative  of  what  some  organization  in  every 
American  neighborhood  may  mean.    It  is  exceedingly  important  that  at 


points  of  stress  in  congested  urban  communities,  where  voluntary  associa- 
tion needs  the  encouragement  of  the  large  community,  there  persists 
amidst  the  rapid  changes  of  city  neighborhoods,  such  a  force  as  Norfolk 
House  —  a  practical  reality  on  the  one  hand  and  a  symbol  on  the  other. 

ACTIVITIES 

Season  of  1940-1941 

ADULT  CLUBS 

Armenian  Educational  Club  (1936) 

Child  Study  Group  (1936) 

Club  for  New  Americans  (1940)   (Mixed) 

DeNormandie  Women's  Club  ( 1924) 

Garden  Club  (1930) 

Italian  Mothers'  Club  (1940) 

League  of  Women  Voters  ( 1939) 

Marathoners  (1924)  (Men) 

Norfolk  House  Mothers'  Club  (1906) 

Norfolk  Young  Men's  Association  (1924) 

Nursery  School  Mothers  (1931) 

One-for-All  Club  (1940) 

Phi  Gamma  Sigma  (1936)   (Mixed) 

Red  Cross  Auxiliary  (1940) 

Roxbury  Community  Chorus  (1935)   (Mixed) 

Women's  Correlating  Committee  (inter-club  council ;  1938) 

Women's  Wednesday  Group  (1930) 

ADULT  CLASSES 

Cookery 

Drawing  (cooperation  Massachusetts  Federal  Art) 

Dressmaking 

First  Aid  (Red  Cross) 

Gymnasium 

Home  Hygiene  (Red  Cross) 

Leatherwork  (Community  Recreation) 

Meal  Planning  and  Marketing 

Modeling 

Needlework  (Community  Recreation) 

Piano,  Violin,  and  Voice  (private  instruction;  Federal  Music) 


ALLIED  ADULT  COMMITTEES 

Community  Fund  Committee 

Neighborhood  Christmas  Fund  Committee 

Patriots'  Day  Committee 

Roxbury  Cancer  Control  Committee 

Roxbury  District  Committee,  Boy  Scouts  of  America 

Roxbury  Red  Cross  Committee 

Scoutmasters'  Committee 

ADULT  SOCIETIES  USING  HOUSE  FACILITIES 

Esthonian  Society 
Lettish  (Latvian)  Benefit  Society 
Lettish  National  League 
Lettish  Young  People's  Society  (occasional) 
Norwegian  Society  (occasional) 
Radio  Club 

Roxbury  Civic  League  and  Improvement  Society  (occasional) 
Roxbury  Historical  Society 
Roxbury  Women's  Alliance  Board 
Sarah  Fuller  Home  Association  (office) 

(Others   include   local   athletic,   musical,   political,    religious,   and 
social  groups.) 

BOYS'  CLASSES 
Cabinet-making  Modeling 

Drawing  Toy-making 

Gymnasium  Woodworking 

BOYS'  CLUBS 
Camp  Savings  Club  Public-Speaking  Club 

Cartoon  Club  Science  Club 

Glee  Club  Stamp  Club 

Nature  Club  Social  Clubs 

Photography  Club  ''Tumblers" 

St.  Mark's  Basketball  Team 

(St.  Mark's  Social  Centre,  Townsend  Street) 
Episcopal  Junior  Basketball  League 

(City  Mission:   eight  church  teams) 
Boy  Scouts  of  America : 

Roxbury  Troops  1,  14,  and  17 

Cub  Pack  17 

Sea  Scout  Ship  17 

Rover  Crew  17 

Roxbury  Court  of  Review  (monthly) 


GIRLS'  CLASSES 

Choral  Singing  Dressmaking 

Cookery;  ''Supper  Classes"  Games 

Crafts  G5annasium 

Dancing  (folk;  tap;  esthetic)  "Little  Housekeepers" 

MIXED  CLASSES  FOR  CHILDREN 

Dancing  Nursery  School 

Dramatics  Saturday  Kindergarten 

Drawing  and  Painting  Piano  and  Violin  (federal) 

Modeling  Storytelling 

GIRLS'  CLUBS 

"Fun  and  Explorers  Club"  "Norfolk  Debs" 

"Fun  and  Adventure  Club"  "Roverettes" 

"Gay  Teens"  "Roxbury  Royals" 

"Highland  Shamrocks"  "Roxbury  Queens" 

"Lucky  Thirteen"  "Sub-Debs" 

"Magpies"  "Teensters" 

Armenian  Club 

Choral  Club 

Girl  Scouts  and  Brownies 

Girl  Mariners 

Home  Library  Club 

Junior  Red  Cross  Club 

Nature  Club  (co-ed) 

OUTDOOR  ACTIVITIES 

SPRING  AND  SUMMER 

Athletic  Program :   Baseball,  Track,  and  Cross-Country  Running 

Boys'  Playground  (April  to  November) 

Small  Children's  Playground  (May  to  October) 

Children's  Day  Camping  (house  beach  wagon) 

Fruit  and  Flower  Mission  (distributing  garden  products) 

Mothers'  Outings  (bus  and  automobile) 

Sea  Scout  Cruises  on  Boston  Harbor  ("S  S  Norfolk") 

DAILY  VACATION  SCHOOL 

Arts,  Crafts,  Dramatics,  and  Music 
Project  Programs  and  August  Play-Day 


BOYS'  CAMPING  TRIPS 

Agassiz  Village  (Burroughs  Newsboys  Foundation),  W.  Poland,  Me. 
Camp  Hammond  (B.Y.M.C.U.  ^'Country  Week"),  Plymouth,  Mass. 
Camp  Nippinicket  (Columbus  Ave.  A.  M.  E.  Church),  Bridgewater, 

Mass. 
Loon  Pond  Camp  (Boston  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America),  Lakeville, 

Mass. 

GIRLS'  CAMPING  TRIPS 

Camp  Bazeley  (Country  Week),  Manomet,  Mass. 
Camp  Wheaton  Byers  (Girl  Scouts),  Waltham,  Mass. 
Camp  Winnecunnett  (Y.W.C.A.),  Vineyard  Haven,  Mass. 
Farrington  Memorial,  Lexington,  Mass. 
Prendergast  Preventorium,  Dorchester,  Mass. 
Treasure  Island  (Girl  Scouts),  Laconia,  N.  H. 
Whispering  Willows  Camp,  Stoughton,  Mass. 

OCCASIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

at  the 
*'House  with  the  Open  Door' 

Lectures,  Group  Discussions,  and  Public  Speaking  Competitions 

Motion  Pictures,  Entertainments,  Plays  and  Theatre  Parties 

Dances,  Parties,  and  Suppers 

Concerts  and  Music  Festivals 

Tours,  Sketch  Jaunts,  and  Educational  Trips 

Hikes,  Day  Picnics,  and  Week-end  Outings 

Summer  and  Winter  Sports 

Marathon  Races,  Field  Days,  and  League  Games 

Participation  in  Civic  Parades  and  Programs 

Patriots'  Day  Celebration,  John  Eliot  Square 

House  and  Community  Christmas  Festivities 

Community  Fund  Projects 

"Come-See"  Tours 

MEMBERSHIP 
January,  1941 

Enrolled  in  Library  (approximate) 2,500 

Enrolled  in  Clubs,  Classes,  and  Affiliated  Societies 2,978 

Total 5,478 

Estimated  Duplications 461 


Membership  as  reported  to  Children's  Bureau 5,017 


INDIVIDUAL  AND  FAMILY  SERVICES 

The  staff  is  available  day  and  evening  to  render  personal  assistance 
to  neighbors  in  an  emergency,  by  seeking  out  needed  services  of  hospitals, 
social,  and  relief  agencies.  The  house  is  often  a  "first  place  to  turn  to," 
for  all  manner  of  advice,  guidance,  or  sponsorship. 

This  service  is  regularly  supplemented  by  job  counseling,  employ- 
ment service,  and  personal  help,  especially  in  the  problems  of  the  child's 
behavior,  school  attendance,  and  group  associations.  While  house  mem- 
bership is  wholly  a  voluntary  matter,  careful  ''steering"  is  frequently  a 
common  concern  of  parent  and  staff. 

CIVIC  COOPERATION 

In  a  similar  manner  the  staff  reserves  time  and  energy  for  the  study 
of  social  conditions  in  the  neighborhood.  It  cooperates  with  other  civic 
agencies  in  the  matters  of  public  health,  safety,  housing,  and  law  enforce- 
ment. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

The  Board  of  Managers  expresses  gratitude  to  all  who  have  helped, 
through  gifts  and  services,  to  make  Norfolk  House  Centre  a  force  in  the 
life  of  its  members,  its  locality,  and  the  city  at  large,  during  the  year  1940. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

/  ffive  and  bequeath  to  Norfolk  House  Centre  at  14  John 
Eliot   Square,   Roxbury,   Boston,   Massachusetts,   the  sum    of 

dollars, 

to  be  applied  to  the  general  uses  and  purposes  of  said  Centre. 


Norfolk  House  Centre  was  incorporated  Nov.  20,  1884,  as  South  End  Industrial 
School.  The  present  name  was  authorized  by  special  act  of  the  legislature, 
Mar.  5,  1915. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Within  the  brief  scope  of  this  report,  only  the  following  summary  of  the 
Treasurer's  report  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1940,  is  possible.  A  complete 
statement,  as  sent  to  members  of  the  Corporation,  will  be  mailed  upon  request  to 
all  persons  interested.  The  accounts  have  been  audited  by  Yves  H.  Buhler, 
Public  Accountant. 


Assets  $129,386.70 

Liabilities  and  Funds: 

Notes  Payable $  2,000.00 

Accounts  Payable    - 1,251.74 

General  Fund,  unrestricted  as  to  principal  and  income   80,935.70 

Permanent  Fund,  restricted  as  to  principal  only. 41,883.32 

Special  Funds,  restricted  as  to  principal  and  income.^       700.00 

Summer  Camp  Fund „ 1,804.65 

Balance  of  restricted  income  on  hand „ 811.29 

$129,386.70 


Current  Unrestricted  Income: 

Income  from  Investments,  Special  Funds  deducted......$  2,357.38 

Allotment  from  Community  Fund  (Current  account)   22,975.65 

Committee  of  the  Permanent  Charity  Fund,  Inc „ 1,500.00 

The  Dean  Welfare  Trust 50.00 

Church  Societies   (Unitarian) 1,398.55 

House  Receipts 4,150.19 

$  32,431.77 

Current  Expenses  (unrestricted  accounts) $  36,666.34 

Deficit  (excess  of  unrestricted  expenses  over  unrestricted  income) $    4,234.57 


Restricted  Income  (special  gifts) : 

Charles  Hayden  Foundation  (benefit  of  boys) „ $  4,600.00 

Anonymous  (building  improvement) 2,000.00 

Community  Fund  (emergency  repairs) 1,000.00 

Mason  Fund  (girls'  camping) „ 200.00 

Hunnewell  Fund  (building  improvement) - 100.00 

The  Dean  Welfare  Trust  (art  room  and  gymnasium)  50.00 

Anonymous  (girls'  camping) 145.00 

Anonymous  (class-room  renovations) 135.00 

Boys'  and  Girls'  supplementary  payments  (camping)      1,136.00 

$     9,366.00 

Unexpended  Balance,  Restricted  Income,  December  31,  1940 - $       771.32 

Securities  (Market  Value)    (subject  to  $2,000  loan  as  above) $  57,243.00 


Alfred  S.  Woodworth, 

Treasurer. 


EXECUTIVE  STAFF 

January,  1941 

RESIDENT 

(Full-Time) 

Frederick  J.  Soule,  Director 

Francis  X.  McLaughlin,  Boys'  and  Men's  Work 

Miss  Willette  C.  Pierce,  Women's  Clubs  and  Dramatics 

Miss  Selma  Dirlam,  Girls'  Work 

Miss  Natalie  L.  Attwill,  Household  Arts 

Miss  E.  Ruth  Crossley,  Nursery  School 

Miss  Margaret  Chandler,  Worker-in-Training 

Miss  Elizabeth  R.  Goulding,  Worker-in-Training 

Miss  Nancy  E.  Quinzani,  Worker-in-Training 

NON-RESIDENT 

Miss  Sarah  E.  MacMillan,  Office  Secretary 
Miss  Frances  Hurdy,  Office  Assistant 

ASSOCIATE  STAFF 

RESIDENT  LEADERS  AND  ASSISTANTS 

(Part-Time) 

Rudolf  Ekstein,  Clubs 

Herbert  F.  Hager,  Medical  Work  and  Gymnasium 

Miss  Jane  Helseth,  Office 

Miss  Jane  K.  Hine,  Cookery 

Miss  Esther  M.  Hobley,  Office 

Miss  Ruth  F.  Michal,  Office  and  Clubs 

ZiGMONT  Olbrys,  Children's  Modeling 

Gates  L.  Plumb,  Evening  Hall  Secretary 

Theodore  P.  Robie,  Medical  Work  and  Boys'  Clubs 

Frido  Urbinati,  Draiuing  and  Painting 

Daniel  Wesley,  Boysi*  Clubs 

George  T.  Wright,  Afternoon  Hall  Secretary 

LIBRARY  STAFF 

NORFOLK  HOUSE  CENTRE  LIBRARY 

BRANCH  OF  FELLOWES  ATHENAEUM 

Miss  Clara  A.  Clark,  Head  Librarian 

Miss  Martha  F.  KiersteAd,  Children's  Librarian  (resident) 

Miss  Margaret  F.  Aitken  and  Mrs.  Helen  E.  Andrews,  Assistants 

The  library  is  maintained  jointly  by  the  Fellowes  Athenaeum  and  Norfolk 
House  Centre.  The  Athenaeum  trustees,  William  Howell  Reed,  Treasurer,  ap- 
propriated $5,250  in  1940.  The  annual  circulation  approximates  50,000.  The 
active  enrollment  is  about  2,500  juveniles  and  adults. 


NON-RESIDENT  INSTRUCTORS 
(Part-Time) 

Miss  Elsie  I.  Bearce,  Children's  Modeling 
Mrs.  Katherine  Bergen,  Women's  Dressmaking 

Miss  Edna  P.  Garret,  Girls'  Gymnasium 

Miss  Genevieve  Dellagana,  Girls'  Dressmaking 

Miss  Hazel  Hach,  Children's  Dancing 

Miss  Esther  Sinman,  Saturday  Kindergarten 

Freeman  D.  Shepherd,  Manual  Training 

Angelo  Togneri,  Adult  Modeling 
Mrs.  Blanche  D.  Akerley,  Accompanist 

NON-RESIDENT  ASSISTANTS 

(Part-Time) 

Jerry  Callahan,  E<vening  Hall  Secretary 

Mrs.  Mary  Calnan,  Seiving  School 

Mrs.  Gloria  Bonelli,  Seiving  School 

Joseph  Donovan,  Recreation 

Miss  Kathleen  E.  Harcourt,  Seiving  School 

CUSTODIANS 

William  Cunniff  John  Murray 

Walter  P.  Molineux  Mrs.  Mary  V.  Thompson 

Mrs.  Caroline  W.  Miller  Herbert  A.  Whittier 

VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers  assist  with  Scout  Troops,  clubs,  classes,  and  recreation.  Students 
in  several  colleges  are  also  assigned  for  field-work  or  "student-aid"  employment. 
The  number  regularly  assigned  and  active  in  January:  21.  Others  occasionally 
assigned  during  the  season:  25.  Workers  assigned  from  Federal  projects:  14. 
The  house  recruits  volunteers  from  schools,  colleges,  clubs,  and  churches.  Inter- 
views are  requested. 

NEIGHBORHOOD  COUNSELOR 

Russell  D.  Greene,  Boston  attorney,  maintains  office  hours,  Mondays  at 
7  P.  M.  and  Wednesdays  at  2  P.  M.,  as  legal  advisor  and  neighborhood  counselor. 
This  service  is  free  to  neighbors  who  need  it. 

HOUSE  AFFILIATIONS 
Roxbury  Neighborhood  Council 
United  Settlements  of  Greater  Boston 
Boston  Council  of  Social  Agencies 
National  Federation  of  Settlements 
Boys'  Club  Federation 
Boy  Scouts  of  America 
Massachusetts  Conference  of  Social  Work 
National  Conference  of  Social  Work 
A  Community  Fund  Agency 

Staff  affiliations  include  councils  for  child  welfare,  education,  penology, 
health,  recreation,  family  living,  community  planning,  and  legislation. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 

1941 


THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  CORPORATION 

President 
Arthur  T.  Lyman 

Vice-Presiden  ts 

Charles  S.  Bolster  (Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee) 

Ralph  U.  Brett  (Chairman  of  the  Board) 

Honorary  Vice-Presidents 

Miss  Mary  E.  Bradlee 

Miss  Ada  H.  Hersey 

Treasurer 
Alfred  S.  Woodworth  111  Franklin  Street,  Boston 


Clerk 


Stephen  M.  Weld 


30  State  Street,  Boston 


OTHER  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD 


Robert  Fiske  Bradford 

Edward  B.  Cole 

Miss  Anna  W.  Cutler 

Mrs.  Nicholas  W.  Dan  forth 

Miss  Emily  D.  Furness 

Mrs.  John  W.  Goodrich 

Russell  D.  Greene 

Mrs.  Hamilton  Heard 

J.  Amory  Jeffries 

Arthur  B.  Joslin 

Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Kennedy 

Charles  E.  Kinkade 

Mrs.  George  H.  Larsen 

Kenneth  L.  MacLean 

Mrs.  Alfred  R.  Mellor 


Charles  A.  Newhall 
George  A.  Parker 
Haven  Parker 
Mrs.  Alfred  H.  B.  Peabody 
Mrs.  W.  Rodman  Peabody 
Mrs.  Palfrey  Perkins 
Miss  Louise  Q.  Pierce 
Henry  W.  Porter 
George  T.  Putnam 
William  Howell  Reed 
Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Shepard 
Miss  Margaret  W.  Thacher 
Leonard  Ware,  Jr. 
Lemuel  A.  Watkins 
Samuel  W.  Wolcott 


Secretary  of  Executive  Committee,  ex  officio 
Frederick  J.  Soule,  Resident  Director 
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John  Eliot  Square,  Roxbury 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 

1883-1942 


Clubs,  Classes,  and  Neighborhood  Activities 


Participating  Agency  in  the  1942  United  War  Fund  Campaign 

Affiliated  with  the  United  Settlements  of  Greater  Boston 

and  the  Boston  Council  of  Social  Agencies 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1941 


ACTIVITIES 

Season  of  1941  - 1942 
DEPARTMENTS  HAVING  ASSIGNED  QUARTERS 

Art  Studios :  drawing,  painting,  and  modeling. 

Club  Rooms  for  Senior  Boys  and  Men. 

Domestic  Science  Suite :  cooking,  nutrition,  and  food-budgeting  classes. 

Eye  Clinic:  Branch  of  Massachusetts  Optometric  Clinic. 

Gymnasium:  shower  baths;  "Charles  Hayden  Athletic  Room." 

Library  (Branch  of  "Fellowes  Athenaeum") :  reading  rooms. 

Little  Theatre :  formal  plays  and  children's  creative  dramatics. 

Manual  Training  Shop :  constructing  and  restoring  furniture. 

Mothers'  Club  Room :  lectures  and  socials ;  making  hospital  dressings. 

Music  Studios :  piano,  violin,  orchestra,  and  chorus. 

Nature  Club  Room  (supplementing  camp  program). 

Neighborhood  Counselor  (sixth  year)  :  free  legal  advice. 

Nursery  School  and  Kindergarten :  Wheelock  School  cooperation. 

Photographic  Club :  dark-room  facilities. 

Red  Cross :  sewing  and  knitting  unit ;  Home  Hygiene  and  First  Aid. 

Resident  Rooms,  Apartments,  and  "Commons." 

Scout  Quarters:  assembly  room  and  troop-built  "Cabins." 

Senior  Girls'  Recreation  Room :  club  work  and  Junior  Red  Cross. 

Sewing  School :  sewing  and  dressmaking,  beginners  and  advanced. 

Social  Hall:  dramatics,  dancing,  civic  meetings,  and  motion  pictures. 

ADULT  CLUBS 

Armenian  Educational  Club  (1936)  Norfolk  House  Mothers*  Club  (1906) 

Child  Study  Group  ( 1936)  Norfolk  Young  Men's  Association  ( 1924) 

Club  for  New  Americans  (1940)  Nursery  School  Mothers  (1931) 

DeNormandie  Women's  Club  (1924)  Phi  Gamma  Sigma  (1936) 

League  of  Women  Voters  (1939)  Red  Cross  Auxiliary  (1940) 

"Marathoners"  (1924)  Roxbury  Community  Chorus  (1935) 

New  American  Juniors  (1940)  Women's  Correlating  Committee  (1938) 

Norfolk  Community  Orchestra  (1941)  Women's  Wednesday  Group  (1930) 

ALLIED  ADULT  COMMITTEES 

Neighborhood  Christmas  Fund  Committee  (in  aid  Christmas  festivities), 
Patriots'  Day  Association  (local  observance  of  the  holiday). 
Roxbury  Cancer  Control  Committee  (educational  program  for  Roxbury), 
Roxbury  District  Committee,  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 
Roxbury  Board  of  Review,  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

ADULT  SOCIETIES  USING  HOUSE  FACILITIES 

Lettish  (Latvian)  National  League     Roxbury  Historical  Society 
Lettish  Young  People's  Society  Roxbury  Women's  Alliance  Board 

Radio  Club  Sarah  Fuller  Home  (office) 


FINANCIAL 
A  Financial  Report  will  be  sent  as  requested.  The  Board  of  Managers 
expresses  appreciation  for  all  contributions  and  services. 

STAFF 

February  17,  1942 
FULL-TIME  WORKERS 

RESIDENT 

Frederick  J,  Soule,  Director 

Francis  X.  McLaughlin,  Men's  and  Boys*  JVork 

Miss  Willette  C.  Pierce,  Women's  Work  and  Dramatics 

Miss  Selma  Dirlam,  Girls'  Work 

Miss  Natalie  L.  Attwill,  Household  Arts 

Miss  Eve  Clark,  Worker-in-Training 

Miss  Jean  Hawley,  Nursery  School 

NON-RESIDENT 

Miss  Sarah  E.  MacMillan,  Office  Secretary 
Miss  Frances  Hurdy,  Office  Assistant 

PART-TIME  WORKERS 

RESIDENT 

Miss  Vera  Baharian  Robert  L.  Koehl 

Harold  Burke  Henry  E.  Linehan 

Rudolf  Ekstein  Miss  Ruth  Michal 

Miss  Jane  Helseth  Zigmont  Olbrys 

Miss  Jane  K.  Hine  Daniel  Wesley 

Miss  Esther  M.  Hobley  George  T.  Wright 

NON-RESIDENT 

Mrs.  Blanche  D.  Akerley  Miss  Kathleen  E.  Harcourt 

Miss  Elsie  I.  Bearce  George  Hibbert 

Mrs.  Gloria  Bonelli  Miss  Eileen  O'Connor 

Miss  Edna  P.  Carret  Freeman  D.  Shepherd 

Miss  Louise  Dugot  John  Sliwa 

William  Eaton  Angelo  Togneri 

CUSTODIANS 
William  Cunniff  Walter  P.  Molineux 

Mrs.  Caroline  W.  Miller  Mrs.  Mary  V.  Thompson 

John  Murray  Herbert  A.  Whittier 

NEIGHBORHOOD  COUNSELOR 
Russell  D.  Greene 
Many  volunteers  from  schools,  colleges,  and  the  community  at  large,  contribute 
their  services  both  winter  and  summer.    WPA  and  NYA  workers  also  assist  in 
house  activities. 

LIBRARY  STAFF 

Miss  Clara  A.  Clark,  Librarian 

Miss  Martha  F.  Kierstead,  Children's  Librarian  (resident) 

Miss  Margaret  F.  Aitken,  Assistant 

Mrs.  Helen  E.  Andrews,  Assistant 


CORPORATION  OF  NORFOLK  HOUSE  CENTRE 

(Board  of  Managers,  listed  separately,  are  also  members  of  this  body.) 


Allen,  Miss  Eleanor  W. 
Arnold,  Rev.  Harold  G. 
Atherton,  Mrs.  Edward  H. 

Atherton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  V. 

Baldwin,  Mrs.  J.  C.  T. 
Barr,  John 

Beaman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Bean,  Mrs.  Henry  S. 
Bennison,  Harold 
Blake,  Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Brackett,  Mrs.  J.  Q.  A. 
Bolster,  Mrs.  Charles  S. 
Bonsall,  Mrs.  George  H. 
Bosworth,  George  F. 
Burdett,  Mrs.  William  F. 
Buhler,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yves  Henry 
Burge,  Mrs.  Howard  W. 

Cabot,  Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Calder,  Miss  Dora 
Carter,  Mrs.  Albert  P. 
Case,  Miss  Marian  R. 
Collier,  Miss  Grace 
Comstock,  W.  Ogilvie 
Coburn,  Miss  Marion 
Cornish,  Rev.  Louis  A. 

Dean,  Mrs.  Paul  Dudley 
DeNormandie,  Mrs.  Philip  Y. 
DeNormandie,  Mrs.  Robert 
DeNormandie,  William 
Dewey,  Miss  Lucy  E. 
Dexter,  Dr.  Robert  C. 
Dole,  Mrs.  Herbert  E. 
Donnelly,  Mrs.  John  T. 

Edson,  Miss  Mary  F. 
Eliot,  Miss  Abigail  A. 
Eliot,  Rev.  Christopher  R. 
Eliot,  Rev.  Samuel  A. 
Ellery,  Mrs.  William 
Emerson,  Miss  Edith  W. 
Evans,  Miss  Lydia 

Fenn,  Rev.  Dan  H. 
Field,  Erlund 

Hanson,  Jr.,  Rev.  Miles 
Hayden,  Hon.  Albert  F. 
Hersey,  Mrs.  Walter  A. 
Holmes,  Rev.  Frank  O. 
Homans,  Miss  Katharine 
Homans,  William  P. 
Homer,  Mrs.  Thomas  J. 
Hooper,  Mrs.  James  R. 
Hunneman,  Miss  Mary  Ethel 
Hunnewell,  Miss  Louisa 


Jeffries,  Mrs.  J.  Amory 
Johnson,  Miss  Elizabeth  M. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  L.  H.  H. 

Kidder,  Mrs.  Henry  P. 
Kidder,  Mrs.  H.  P. 

Lauriat,  George  B. 

Little,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  M. 

Lowell,  Miss  Lucy 

Lyon,  Mrs.  William  H. 

Madden,  John  J. 
Merchant,  Mrs.  Roy  R. 
Merrill,  Mrs.  Albert  B. 

Packard,  Donald  K. 
Park,  Rev.  Charles  E. 
Parker,  Miss  Eleanor  S. 
Pearse,  Miss  Alice  W. 
Perkins,  2nd,  James  H. 
Perkins,  Rev.  Palfrey 
Permar,  Mrs.  Bryan  S. 
Pomeroy,  Rev.  Vivian 

Raymond,  Mrs.  Franklin  F. 
Redlon,  Mrs.  Gilbert  F. 
Rees,  Malcolm 
Robbins,  Mrs.  Arthur  G. 
Rogerson,  Henry 

Samson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  J. 

Sawyer,  Miss  Mary  C. 

Scott,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  R. 

Shepard,  Miss  Emily  B. 

Shepard,  Miss  Grace  M. 

Shepherd,  Mrs.  Raymond  E. 

Shepard,  Thomas  H. 

Smith,  Mrs.  B.  Farnham 

Snow,  Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  B. 

Staniford,  Mrs.  Daniel 

Stone,  Mrs.  Robert  Gregg 

Stone,  Seymour  H. 

Tapley,  Miss  Alice  P. 
Tappan,  Mrs.  Frederick  H. 
Thacher,  Miss  Elisabeth  B. 
Traylor,  Fitzhugh 
Turner,  Frederick  A. 

Vose,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Morton 

Walker,  Mrs.  William  H.  C. 
Wallace,  Mrs.  Robert  K. 
Washburn,  Mrs.  Gardner 
Webster,  Mrs.  Edwin  S. 
Wetherell,  Charles  B. 
Williams,  Holden  P. 
Williams,  Miss  Susan 
Winslow,  Henry  D. 


JUNIOR  GROUPS 
IN  ADDITION  TO  DEPARTMENTAL  ACTIVITIES 

Athletic  Teams :  boys'  tumbling,  basketball,  and  other  sports. 
Boy  Scouts  of  America :  Cubs,  Scouts,  Sea  Scouts,  and  Rovers. 
Camp  Savings  Club :  social,  educational,  and  thrift  program. 
Dancing  School :  rhythmic,  tap,  folk,  and  social  dancing. 
Game  Rooms :  general  recreation  and  crafts. 
Girl  Scouts:  Brownies,  Girl  Mariners;  and  troop  program. 
Physical  Training  for  Girls :  exercises,  games,  and  folk  dances. 
Social  Clubs  (all  ages)  :  outings,  tours,  and  sports. 
Special  Interest  Groups :  stamp  clubs,  debating,  hikes,  etc. 
*'Tiny  Tots:"  stories,  games,  drawing,  clay  work. 

NEIGHBORHOOD  GATHERINGS 

Concerts,  Plays,  and  Public-Speaking  Competition. 
Lectures,  Civic  Meetings,  and  Motion  Pictures. 
Plays,  Parties,  Dances,  Suppers,  and  Benefits. 

GENERAL  STAFF  SERVICES 

Participation  in  Roxbury  Neighborhood  Council  and  other  agencies. 
Personal  and  Emergency  Services,  Visiting,  and  Counseling. 

OUTDOOR  PROGRAM 

SPRING  AND  SUMMER 

Athletic  Program :  baseball,  track,  cross-country  running,  and  football. 

Boys'  Playground  (April  to  November)  :  handball,  volley  ball,  etc. 

Camping  Trips  (400  boys  and  girls,  June  to  September). 

Children's  Day  Trips  and  Week-End  Outings. 

Children's  Playground  (May  to  October)  :  ages  8-12  years. 

Fruit  and  Flower  Mission  (distributing  products  to  invalids). 

Sea  Scout  Cruises  on  Boston  Harbor  ("S.  S.  Norfolk"). 

Vacation  School  for  Children  (daily,  July  and  August). 

Women's  Outings  (automobile  and  bus). 

MEMBERSHIP 

Decembers!,  1941 

Club  and  Class  Enrollments  on  file 1,697 

Memberships  in  Affiliated  Societies 652 

Additional  Summer  Enrollments  (approximate) 400 

Total  Group  Enrollments 2,749 

Unduplicated  Library  Enrollments 1,725 

Total  Enrollments  reported  to  Children's  Bureau: 

(over  18  years,  1,350;  under  18  years,  3,124)     .     .     .     4,474 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 

1942 


THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  CORPORATION 

President 
Arthur  T.  Lyman 

Vice-Presidents 

Charles  S.  Bolster  (Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee) 

Ralph  U.  Brett  (Chairman  of  the  Board) 

Honorary  Vice-Presidents 

Miss  Mary  E.  Bradlee 

Miss  Ada  H.  Hersey 


Geor.ge  T.  Putnam 


Henry  W.  Porter 


Treasurer 


Clerk 


30  State  Street,  Boston 


99  Milk  Street,  Boston 


OTHER  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD 


Robert  Fiske  Bradford 
Mrs.  Winthrop  L.  Carter 
Miss  Anna  W.  Cutler 
Mrs.  Nicholas  W.  Danforth 
Miss  Emily  D.  Furness 
Mrs.  John  W.  Goodrich 
Roland  B.  Greeley 
Russell  D.  Greene 
Mrs.  Hamilton  Heard 
J.  Amory  Jeffries 
Arthur  B.  Joslin 
Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Kennedy 
Charles  E.  Kinkade 
Mrs.  George  H.  Larsen 
Kenneth  L.  MacLean 


Mrs.  Alfred  R.  Mellor 
Charles  A.  Newhall 
George  A.  Parker 
Haven  Parker 
Mrs.  Alfred  H.  B.  Peabody 
Mrs.  W.  Rodman  Peabody 
Mrs.  Palfrey  Perkins 
Miss  Louise  Q.  Pierce 
William  Howell  Reed 
Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Shepard 
Miss  Margaret  W.  Thacher 
Leonard  Ware,  Jr. 
Lemuel  A.  Watkins 
Samuel  W.  Wolcott 
Kenneth  Y.  Wright 


Members  on  Leave 
Stephen  M.  Weld  Alfred  S.  Woodworth 


Secretary  of  Executive  Committee,  ex  officio 
Frederick  J.  Soule,  Resident  Director 
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John  Eliot  Square,  Roxbury 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 

1883-1943 


Sixtieth  Anniversary  Year 


Clubs,  Classes,  and  Neighborhood  Activities 

Participating  Agency  in  the  il943  United  War  Fund  Campaign 

Affiliated  with  the  United  Settlements  of  Greater  Boston 

and  the  Boston  Council  of  Social  Agencies 

ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1942 


DEPARTMENTS 

Art  Department:    drawing-,  painting,  and  modelling-. 

Domestic  Science:    cooking,  nutrition,  and  food  budgeting. 

Gymnasium:    shower  baths;  "Charles  Hayden  Athletic  Raofm." 

Library:    Branch  of  the  Fellowes  Athenaeum. 

Little  Theatre:   formal  plays  and  children's  creative  dramatics. 

Manual  Training  Shop:    home  furniture  (boys). 

Nursery  School:    Wheelock  School  cooperation. 

Sewing  School:    sewing  and  dressmaking,  all  ages. 

Red  Cross:    adult  sewing,  knitting,  and  special  courses. 

CLUB  AND  RECREATIONAL  FACILITIEiS 

Norfolk  Young  Men's  Association:   permanent  quarters. 
Club  rooms  for  girls,  young  women,  and  adults. 
Social  hall  for  dancing,  motion  pictures,  and  meetings. 
Scout  hall,  "cabins,"  and  Sea  Scout  "ship." 
Music  room  for  choral  groups  and  piano  instruction. 
Game  rooms  and  "play  school"  for  children. 
Playgrounds:    one  for  boys;  two  for  small  children. 
Meeting  rooms  for  neighborhood  societies. 

STAFF  SERVICES  RENDERED 

Americanization  courses  and  programs. 
Counselling  and  war-time  emergency  services. 
Organization  of  clubs,  athletic  teams,  outings,  and  camping. 
Participation  in  Roxbury  Neighborhood  Council. 
Cooperation  with  Fruit  and  Flower  Mission. 

NEIGHBORHOOD  GATHERINGS 

Concerts,  plays,  and  public-speaking  competitions. 
Lectures,  civic  meetings,  and  patriotic  observances. 
Socials  and  local  benefits. 
Meetings  for  Civilian  Defense. 

RESIDENCE 

Residence  is  provided  for  the  executive  staff,  both  in  apartments  (for 
families)  and  in  single  rooms.  Common  dining  facilities  are  maintained 
for  residents  and  other  neighborhood  workers.  The  part-time  workers  are 
recruited  from  graduate  schools  and  social  agencies. 


CORPORATION  OF  NORFOLK  HOUSE  CENTRE 


(Board  of  Managers,  listed  separately,  are  also  memibers  of  this  body.) 

Johnson,  Mrs.  L.  H.  H. 


Allen,  Miss  Eleanor  W. 
Arnold,  Rev.  Harold  G. 
Atherton,  Mrs.  Edward  H. 
Atherton,  Henry  V. 

Barr,  John 

Beaman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Bean,  Mrs.  Henry  ,S. 
Bihldorff,  Rev.  Garl 
Blake,  Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Brackett,  Mrs.  J.  Q.  A. 
Bolster,  Mrs.  Charles  S. 
Bonsall,  Mrs.  George  H. 
Bosworth,  George  F. 
Burdett,  Mrs.  William  F. 
Buhler,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yves  Henry 
Burge,  Mrs.  Howard  W. 

Cabot,  Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Carter,  Mrs.  Albert  P. 
Case,  Miss  Marian  R. 
Collier,  Miss  Grace 
Comstock,  W.  Ogilvie 
Colbum,  Miss  Marion 
Cornish,  Rev.  Louis  A. 

Dean,  Mrs.  Paul  Dudley 
DeNormandie,  Mrs.  Philip  Y. 
DeNormandie,  Mrs.  Robert 
DeNormandie,  William 
Dewey,  Miss  Lucy  E. 
Dexter,  Dr.  Robert  C. 
Dole,  Mrs.  Herbert  E. 
Donnelly,  Mrs.  John  T. 

Edson,  Miss  Mary  F. 
Eliot,  Miss  Abigail  A. 
Eliot,  Rev.  Christopher  R. 
Eliot,  Rev.  Samuel  A. 
Ellery,  Mrs.  William 
Emerson,  Miss  Edith  W. 

Fenn,  Rev.  Dan  H. 
Field,  Erlund 

Gleason,  Mrs.  Gay 

Hanson,  Jr.,  Rev.  Miles 
Hayden,  Hon.  Albert  F. 
Helie,  Rev.  Leonard 
Hersey,  Mrs.  Walter  A. 
Homans,  Miss  Katharine 
Homans,  William  P. 
Hooper,  Mrs.  James  R. 
Hunneman,  Miss  Mary  Ethel 
Hunnewell,  Miss  Louisa 

Jeffries,  Mrs.  J.  Amory 
Johnson,  Miss  Elizabeth  M. 


Kidder,  Mrs.  Henry  P. 
Kidder,  Mrs.  H.  P. 

Lauriat,  George  B. 

Little,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  M. 

Lowell,  Miss  Lucy 

Madden,  John  J. 
Merchant,  Mrs.  Roy  R. 
Merrill,  Mrs.  Albert  B. 

Packard,  Donald  K. 
Park,  Rev.  Charles  E. 
Parker,  Miss  Eleanor  S. 
Pearse,  Miss  Alice  W. 
Perkins,  2nd,  James  H. 
Perkins,  Rev.  Palfrey 
Permar,  Mrs.  Bryan  Si 
Pomeroy,  Rev.  Vivian 

Raymond,  Mrs.  Franklin  F. 
Redlon,  Mrs.  Gilbert  F. 
Rees,  Malcolm 
Robbins,  Mrs.  Arthur  G. 
Rogerson,  Henry 

Saltonstall,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Endicott  P. 
Samson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  J. 
Sawyer,  Miss  Mary  C. 
Sayles,  Mrs.  Robert  W. 
Scott,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  R. 
Shepard,  Miss  Emily  B. 
Shepard,  Miss  Grace  M. 
Shepard,  Thomas  H. 
Shepherd,  Mrs.  Raymond  E. 
S'mith,  Mrs.  B.  Farnham 
Snow,  Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  B. 
Staniford,  Mrs.  Daniel 
Stone,  Mrs.  Robert  Gregg 
Stone,  Seymour  H. 

Tappan,  Mrs.  Frederick  H. 
Thacher,  Miss  Elisabeth  B. 
Turner,  Frederick  A. 

Vose,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Morton 

Walkup,  Jr.,  Charles  S. 
Wallace,  Mrs.  Robert  K. 
Washburn,  Mrs.  Gardner 
Watkins,  Lemuel  A. 
Webster,  Mrs.  Edwin  S. 
Wetherell,  Charles  B. 
Williams,  Holden  P. 
Williams,  Miss  Susan 
Winslow,  Henry  D. 
Winston,  Rev.  Alexander  P. 


STAFF 

February  25,  19^3 

FULL-TIME  WORKERS 
RESIDENT 

Frederick  J.  Soulei,  Director 

Francis  X.  McLaughlin,  Men's  and  Boys*  Work 

Miss  Willeitte  C.  Pierce,  Women's  Work  and  Dramatics 

Miss  Eva  Cij^RK,  Girls'  Work 

Mrs.  Theodore  P.  Robie.,  Household  Arts 

Miss  Barbara  L.  Weir,  Worker-in-T raining 

Miss  Jean  Hawx-ey,  Nursery  School 

NON-REiSIDENT 

Miss  Sarah  E.  MacMillan,  Office  Secretary 

Miss  Helen  B.  Gronberg,  Office  Assistant 

PART-TIME  WORKERS 
RESIDENT 
Carleton  W.  Brown  Miss  Esther  M.  Hoblijy 

Miss  Else  Bydeleiy  Miss  ELizABEfTH  P.  Mannel 

Joseph  T.  Cristiano  Miss  Anne  McInerny 

Thomas  Forsythb  Miss  Phyllis  McInerny 

Miss  Sibyl  L.  Greenwood  Miss  Marion  Olson 

Russell  P.  Hager  Eugene  Rames 

Miss  Jane  HELSEfrn  Miss  Mary  Ryan 

Hans  Subak 

NON-RESIDENT 

Miss  Elsie  I.  Bearce  Miss  Kathleibn  E.  Harcourt 

Mrs.  Gloria  Bonelli  Henry  E.  Linehan 

Mrs.  Ann  S.  Halprin  John  J.  Shepherd 

Angeilo  Togneri 

CUSTODIANS 
William  Cunniff  John  Murray 

Mrs.  Caroline  W.  Miller  Mrs.  Mary  V.  Thompson 

LIBRARY  STAFF 

Miss  Clara  A.  Clark,  Librarian 

Miss  Rosamond  Ames,  Children's  Librarian 

Miss  Margaret  F.  Aitken,  Assistant 

NEIGHBORHOOD  COUNSELLOR 
Russell  D.  Greene 

Many  volunteers  from  schools,  colleges,  and  the  community  at  large, 
contribute  their  services  both  winter  and  summer. 


MEMBERSHIP 

Number  of  groups  (December  31,  1942) 93 

Group  memberships  (winter) 1,887 

Library  and  summer  enrollments  (additional) 1,945 

SERVICES 

Camping  for  boys  and  girls 412 

Visits  in  homes 421 

Neighborhood  Counselling 535 

Clinic  (optometric) 320 

Personal  services 1,890 

Conferences  on  behalf  of  individuals 1,338 

FINANCIAL  SUMMARY 

FROM  THE  AUDITED  REPORT  OF  YVES  HENRY  BUHLER 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DECEIvIBER  31,  1942 

Assets : 

Cash  on  Deposit .....$  3,971.98 

In  Savings  Banks 4,287.71 

Securities  (book  value) 67,249.711 

Real  Estate,  etc 53,^12.25 

$129,121.65 

Liabilities  and  Funds: 

Notes  and  Accounts  Payable $  2,638.24 

General  Fund 80,777.57 

Permanent  'Fund 41,883.32' 

Special  Funds 2,504.65 

Balance  of  Restricted  Income 1,317.87 

$129,121.65 

Unrestricted  Income  in  1942 $  38,140.80 

Unrestricted  Expenses 37,883.17 

Unexpended  Balance  (to  General  Fund) $        257.63 

Restricted  Receipts: 

Balance  from  1941 $  2,332.27 

Receipts  in  1942 10,145.88 

$  12,478.15 

Restricted  Expenses 11,160.28 

Unexpended  Balance $     1,3^17.87 

Principal  Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1942 $     6,670.28 

Deficit  in  Income  Account  (accrued) $    2,698.30 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 
1943 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  CORPORATION 

President 
Arthur  T.  Lyman 

Vice-Presidents 

Charles  S.  Bolster  (Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee) 

Ralph  U.  Brett  (Chairman  of  the  Board) 

Honorary  Vice-Presidents 

Miss  Mary  E.  Bradlee 
Miss  Ada  H.  Hersey 

Treasurer 
George  T.  Putnam 

Clerk 
Henry  W.  Porter 


OTHER  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD 


Mrs.  Henry  V.  Atherton 
Harold  Bennison 
Robert  Fiske  Bradford 
Mrs.  Winthrop  Li.  Carter 
Miss  Anna  W.  Cutler 
Mrs.  Nicholas  W.  Danforth 
Miss  Lydia  Evans 
Miss  Emily  D.  Furnbss 
Mrs.  John  W.  Goodrich 
Roland  B.  Greeoley 
Russell  D.  Greene 
J.  Amory  Jeffries 
Arthur  B.  Joslin 
Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Kennedy 


Charles  L.  Kingslby 
Mrs.  George  H.  Larsein 
Mrs.  Danforth  B.  Lincoln 
Kenneth  L.  MacLean 
Charles  A.  Newhall 
Mrs.  W.  Rodman  Pbabody 
Mrs.  Palfrey  Perkins 
Miss  Louise  Q.  Pierce 
William  Howell  Reed 
Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Shepard 
Miss  Margaret  W.  Thacher 
Mrs.  Charles  A.  Wing 
Samuel  W.  Wolcott 
Kenneth  Y.  Wright 


Members  on  Leave 


Mrs.  Hamilton  Heard 
Charles  E.  Kinkade 
George  A.  Parker 
Haven  Parker 


Mrs.  Alfred  H.  B.  Pbabody 
Leonard  Ware,  Jr. 
Stephen  M.  Weld 
Alfred  S.  Woodworth 


Secretm^  of  Executive  Committee,  ex  officio 
FREDERICK  J.  SOULE,  Resident  Director 
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NORFOLK  HOUSE 
ENTRE 

John  Eliot  Square,  Roxbury  19 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 

1883-1944 


-\  JO R FOLK  HOUSE  CENTRE  is  one  of  twenty-six 
■*■  ^  settlements  or  neighborhood  houses  in  Boston's  metro- 
politan area,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  member 
houses  in  the  National  Federation  of  Settlements.  It  was 
known  as  South  End  Industrial  School  from  1883  to  1913. 
Its  present  name  is  derived  from  the  historic  "Norfolk 
House,"  which  it  acquired  in  1913.  Its  services  to  the 
neighborhood  have  been  uninterrupted  for  sixty-one  years. 
It  has  grown  and  changed  as  the  population  and  social 
conditions  have  changed.  Today,  as  always,  its  ivork  is 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  area,  as  observed  from  the 
close  association  of  a  skilled  resideyit  group  with  its  neigh- 
bors, young  and  old.  During  the  year  19^3  a  great  variety 
of  activities  and  services  tvere  rendered  by  board,  staff, 
and  volunteers  working  in  cooperation  with  local  groups 
and  other  social  agencies  within  the  district.  The  house 
has  aimed  to  be  helpful  in  group  organization  and  in  serv- 
ices to  individuals,  promoting  projects  of  education,  rec- 
reation, and  civic  impi'ovement.  Its  spirit  has  been  non- 
partisan and  non-sectarian,  with  a  concern  for  a  very 
j^ractical  expression  of  democratic  life  in  the  community. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1943 


DURING   the  year   1943   the  house   maintained   the   following   departments, 
activities,  and  services: 

Departments 

Nursery  School:  assistants  from  Wheelock  Colleg:e;  faculty  supervision. 
Play  School:  small  children  of  working  mothers,  and  others. 
Library:  branch  of  the  Fellowes  Athenaeum,  Roxbury. 
Gymnasium:  facilities  for  both  boys  and  girls;  basketball;  showers. 
Manual  Training  Shop:  toys  and  furniture;  daily  classes. 
Sculpture  Studio:  children's  and  adult  groups. 
Drawing  Studio:  daily  instruction  and  creative  effort. 
Dra/matic  Workshop:  play  acting  for  beginners;  formal  plays. 
Mu^ic  Department:  piano;  choral  groups,  including  adult  chorus. 
Sewing  Department:  graded  instruction,  all  ages,  seven  years  and  up. 
Domestic  Science:  classes  in  cooking,  nutrition,  and  food  budgeting. 
Red  Cross  Work  Rooms :  also  special  training  courses  in  winter  season. 

Junior  Group  Activities 

Boy  Scouts:  Cubs,  Troops,  Sea  Scouts,  Rovers;  District  Committee;  Court  of  Honor. 

Girl  Scouts:  Brownies  and  older  groups  as  well.   Day  camping. 

Social  Dancing:  parties  of  "teensters,"  by  "teensters." 

Co/mp  Savings :  a  winter  thrift  plan  for  summer  campers. 

Nature  Club:  encouraging  a  child's  love  of  nature. 

Stamp  Club :  a  young  boy's  hobby  group. 

Kite  Club :  a  bit  of  experimenting  by  youth  and  adult. 

Supper  Club:  good  practice  and  lots  of  fun. 

Girls'  Social  Clubs:  recreational,  with  trained  leadership. 

Boys'  Athletic  Clubs:  sponsoring  various  year-round  sports. 

Active  Senior  Groups 

Norfolk  Young  Men's  Assoc. :  *'N YM A"  club  rooms ;  "Hello"  letters  to  service  men 

"'NYLA"  Club  Rooms:  occasional  parties  for  service  men. 

Norfolk  House  Mothers'  Club :  organized  in  1906. 

DeNormandie  Women's  Club  (192^):  gifts  to  departing  inductees. 

■League  of  Women  Voters:  lectures  and  study. 

New  American  Club :  now  afnliated  with  "IM AS"  in  Bo&ton. 

Nursery  Mothers:  a  changing  group  each  year. 

Victory  Mothers:  devoted  to  projects  for  sons  in  the  service. 

War  Parents:  branch  of  new  national  organization. 

Child  Study  Group :  a  study  group  for  young  mothers. 

Armenian  Educational  Club:  also  Women's  Club;  Men's  Club. 

Neighbors'  Christmas  Fund  Committee:  Annual  benefit. 

Patnots'  Day  Association  (1921):  Roxbury  observance  of  April  19. 

Lettish  National  League  (Latvian) :  civic  and  social. 

Correlating  Committee:  an  inter-club  council. 

Neighborhood  Use  of  the  House 

Meetings  of  local  wardens,  Com.mittee  on  Public  Safety. 

Whist  Parties  and  socials  by  local  societies. 

Regular  gatherings  of  historical,  fraternal,  and  patriotic  groups. 

Musical  entertainments,  plays,  lectures,  and  public  speaking  contests. 

Summer  Interests 

Camping  for  400  children:  periods  of  two  weeks;  ages  7  to  17. 
Playground,  three  adjacent  areas,  April  to  November. 
Vacation  School  classes,  picnics,  movies,  and  swimming. 
Cooperation  with  Fruit  and  Flower  Mission. 
Marathon  running,  park  athletics,  and  hikes. 


CORPORATION  OF  NORFOLK  HOUSE  CENTRE 

(Board  of  Managers,  listed  separately,  are  also  members  of  this  body) 


Allen,  Miss  Eleanor  W. 
Arnold,  Rev.  Harold  G. 
Atherton,  Mrs.  Edward  H. 
Atherton,  Henry  V. 

Beaman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Bean,  Mrs.  Henry  S. 
Bihldorff,  Rev.  Carl 
Blake,  Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Brackett,  Mrs.  J.  Q.  A. 
Bolster,  Mrs.  Charles  S. 
Bonsall,  Mrs.  George  H. 
Bosworth,  George  F. 
Bowles,  Miss  Frances  E. 
Bnrdett,  Mrs.  William  F. 
Buhler,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yves  Henry 
Burge,  Mrs.  Howard  W. 

Cabot,  Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Carter,  Mrs.  Albert  P. 
Case,  Miss  Marian  R. 
Collier,  Miss  Grace 
Comstock,  W.  Ogilvie 
Colburn,  Miss  Marion 
Cornish,  Rev.  Louis  A. 

Dean,  Mrs.  Paul  Dudley 
DeNormandie,  Mrs.  Philip  Y. 
DeNormandie,  Mrs.  Robert 
DeNormandie,  William 
Dewey,  Miss  Lucy  E. 
Dexter,  Dr.  Robert  C. 
Dole,  Mrs.  Herbert  E. 
Donnelly,  Mrs.  John  T, 

Edson,  Miss  Mary  F. 
Eliot,  Miss  Abigail  A. 
Eliot,  Rev.  Christopher  R. 
Eliot,  Rev.  Samuel  A. 
Ellery,  Mrs.  William 
Emerson,  Miss  Edith  W. 

Fenn,  Rev.  Dan  H. 
Field,  Erlund 

Gleason,  Mrs.  Gay 

Hanson,  Jr.,  Rev.  Miles 
Hayden,  Hon.  Albert  F. 
Helie,  Rev.  Leonard 
Horsey,  Mrs.  Walter  A. 
Homans,  Miss  Katharine 
Homans,  William  P. 
Hooper,  Mrs.  James  R. 
Hunneman,  Miss  Mary  Ethel 
Hunnewell,  Miss  Louisa 

Jeffries,  Mrs.  J.  Amory 
Johnson,  Miss  Elizabeth  M. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  L.  H.  H. 


Kidder,  Mrs.  Henry  P. 
Kidder,  Mrs.  H.  P. 

Larsen,  Mrs.  George  H. 
Lauriat,  George  B. 
Lincoln,  Mrs.  Danforth  B. 
Little,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  M. 
Lowell,  Miss  Lucy 

Madden,  John  J. 
Merchant,  Mrs.  Roy  R. 
Merrill,  Mrs.  Albert  B. 

Packard,  Donald  K. 
Park,  Rev.  Charles  E. 
Parker,  Miss  Eleanor  S. 
Pearse,  Miss  Alice  W. 
Perkins,  2nd,  James  H. 
Perkins,  Rev.  Palfrey 
Permar,  Mrs.  Bryan  S. 
Pomeroy,  Rev.  Vivian 

Raymond,  Mrs.  Franklin  F. 
Redlon,  Mrs.  Gilbert  F. 
Rees,  Col.  Malcolm 
Robbins,  Mrs.  Arthur  G. 
Rogerson,  Henry 

Saltonstall,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Endicott  P. 
Samson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  J. 
Sawyer,  Miss  Mary  C. 
Sayles,  Mrs.  Robert  W. 
Scott,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  R. 
Shepard,  Miss  Emily  B. 
Shepard,  Miss  Grace  M. 
Shepard,  Thomas  H. 
Shepherd,  Mrs.  Raym.ond  E. 
Smith,  Mrs.  B.  Farnham 
Snow,  Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  B. 
Staniford,  Mrs.  Daniel 
Stone,  Mrs.  Robert  Gregg 
Stone,  Seymour  H. 

Tappan,  Mrs.  Frederick  H. 
Thacher,  Miss  Elisabeth  B. 
Turner,  Frederick  A. 

Vose,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Morton 

Walkup,  Jr.,  Charles  S. 
Wallace,  Mrs.  Robert  K. 
Washburn,  Mrs.  Gardner 
Watkins,  Lemuel  A. 
Webster,  Mrs.  Edwin  S. 
Wetherell,  Charles  B. 
Williams,  Holden  P. 
Williams,  Miss  Susan 
Winslow,  Henry  D. 
Winston,  Rev.  Alexander  P. 


STAFF 

March  1,  19U 

FULL-TIME  WORKERS 
RESIDENT 

Frederick  J.  Soule,  Director 

Francis  X.  McLaughlin,  Men's  and  Boys'  Wo^'k 

Miss  Eva  Clark,  Girls'  Work 

Miss  Barbara  L.  Weir,  Adult  Work 

Miss  Jean  Hawley,  Nursery  School 

Mrs.  Eugene  M.  Perkins,  Household  Arts 

Miss  Barbara  Burt,  Worker-in-Training 

Miss  Janett  D.  Smith,  Worker-in-Training 

NON-RESIDENT 

Miss  Sarah  E.  MacMillan,  Office  Secretary 
Miss  Helen  B.  Gronberg,  Office  Assistant 

PART-TIME  WORKERS 

RESIDENT 

Carleton  W.  Brown  Miss  Jane  Helseth 

Miss  Lois  Bitler  Miss  Esther  M.  Hobley 

Miss  Cassandra  Ciarleglio  Miss  Myra  Hoyt 

Miss  Avis  Cochrane  Miss  Phyllis  Knapp 

Joseph  T.  Cristiano  Kenneth  McEwen 

Robert  Emery  Eugene  Rames 

Thomas  Forsythe  Charles  Sullivan 

Miss  Sibyl  L.  Greenwood  William  H.  Tracy 

NON-RESIDENT 

Miss  Elsie  I,  Bearce  Miss  Kathleen  E.  Harcourt 

Miss  Patricia  Diaz  Henry  E.  Linehan 

Mrs.  Gertrude  G.  Eyges  John  J.  Shepheud 

Angelo  Togneri 

CUSTODIANS 

John  Cauden  Mrs.  Caroline  W.  Miller 

William  Cunniff  John  Murray 

Mrs.  Mary  V.  Thompson 

LIBRARY  STAFF 

Miss  Clara  A.  Clark,  Librarian 
Mrs.  Harold  Woodworth,  Children's  Librarian 
Miss  Margaret  F.  Aitken,  Assistant  Librarian 

NEIGHBORHOOD  COUNSELLORS 
Russell  D.  Greene  Simon  Cutter 


Individual  Services  ReniMied 

Counselling  to  war  parents  and  men  returning  to  civilian  life. 

Legal  advice  by  Neighborhood  Counsellors. 

Service  rendered  on  war-time  boards  and  committer. 

Cooperation  in  the  civic  efforts  of  the  Roxbury  Neighborhood  Council. 

Etaergency  social  service:  contact  with  other  agencies. 

Membership 

About  2,000  persons  make  active  use  of  the  Centre  in  the  v/inter,  and  about 
1,200  in  the  summer.  House  affiliations  on  December  31,  1943  totalled  3,200. 
Thirty  volunteers  were  enrolled  for  regular  leadership,  while  many  more  ren- 
dered occasional  service.  Enrollment  of  members  and  leaders  has  been  reduced 
by  the  war,  but  no  necessary  service  has  been  curtailed.  In  fact,  several  war-time 
projects  have  been  added. 

Residence 

Residence  is  provided  for  the  executive  staff,  both  in  apartments  (for  fami- 
lies) and  in  single  rooms.  Common  dining  facilities  are  maintained  for  residents 
and  other  neighborhood  workers.  The  part-time  workers  are  recruited  from, 
graduate  schools  and  social  agencies. 

Affiliation 

The  Centre  is  a  participating  agency  in  the  Greater  Boston  United  War 
Fund.  It  is  also  aiiiliated  with  the  Greater  Boston  Community  Council  and  the 
United  Settlements. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  AUDIT  BY  YVES  HENRY  BUHLER 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1943 

Unrestricted  Receipts 

Income  from  Investments $  2,357.15 

Donations 29,112.60 

Income  from  Norfolk  House  Centre 3,728.75 

Income:  Camp  Receipts 2,707.83 

$37,906.33 

Unrejstricted  Expenses 

Personal  Services ^24,297.40 

Fixed  Charges 2,177.88 

Services  and  Supplies 6,651.73 

Repairs  and  Equipment 2,021.12 

Camp  Expenses 2,732.96 

Other 208.64 

$38,089.73 

Deficit,  Current  Account $      183.40 

Restricted  Gifts  and  Income: 

Balance  1942 $  1,317.87 

1943  Receipts 8,629.60 

$  9,947.47 

Expended  from  Restricted  Accounts 8,093.33 

Balance  in  Restricted  Accounts 954.14 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 
1944 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  CORPORATION 

President 
Arthur  T.  Lyman 

Vice-Presidents 

Charles  S.  Bolster  (Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee) 

Ralph  U.  Brett  (Chairman  of  the  Board) 

Honorary  Vice-Presidents 

Miss  Mary  E.  Bradlee 

Miss  Ada  H.  Hersey 

Treasurer 
George  T.  Putnam 

Clerk 
Henry  W.  Porter 


OTHER  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD 


Mrs.  Henry  V.  Atherton 
Harold  Bennison 
Robert  Fiske  Bradford 
Mrs.  Winthrop  L.  Carter 
Miss  Anna  W.  Cutler 
Mrs.  Nicholas  W.  Danforth 
Miss  Lydia  Evans 
Miss  Emily  D.  Furness 
Mrs.  John  W.  Goodrich 
Roland  B.  Greeley 
Russell  D.  Greene 
J.  Amory  Jeffries 
Arthur  B.  Joslin 


Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Kennedy 
Charles  L.  Kingsley 
Kenneth  L.  MacLean 
Charles  A.  Newhall 
Mrs.  W.  Rodman  Peabody 
Mrs.  Palfrey  Perkins 
Miss  Louise  Q.  Pierce 
William  Howell  Reed 
Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Shepard 
Miss  Margaret  W.  Thacher 
Mrs.  Charles  A.  Wing 
Samuel  W.  Wolcott 
Kenneth  Y.  V/right 


Members  on  Leave 


Mrs.  Hamilton  Heard 
Charles  E.  Kinkade 
George  A.  Parker 
Haven  Parker 


Mrs.  Alfred  H.  B.  Peabody 
Leonard  Ware 
Stephen  M.  Weld 
Alfred  S.  Woodworth 


Secretary  of  Executive  Cormmittee,  ex  officio 
V^i  Frei>erick  J.  SOULB,  Resident  Director 


For  assistance  please  consult  Library  Staff. 
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